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INTRODUCTION 

At present, the Morecambe Bay and Duddon Estuary Regional Park is in its preliminary 

stages. This Area Action Plan (AAP) is intended to help the development of the Regional Park 

initiative develop further.  The Lake District National Park is currently the major tourist focus 

of Cumbria, attracting thousands of tourists a year. It begins just north of Grange-over-sands 

and would be located adjacent to the proposed Morecambe Bay Regional Park, possibly 

having both positive and negative effects upon the MBRP proposal. The South Lakes has the 

potential to offer a different unique visitor experience complementary to that offered at 

present in the Lake District.  Along with providing a unique visitor destination, the MRBP 

should seek to reduce inequalities of the local and visitor population, contributing to the 

sustainability of the area.  

 

Currently Kendal is the most significant service centre to Grange-over-sands, however, there 

is great potential to improve the capacity and variety of more local services in Grange itself. 

Grange over-sands forms part of the larger Morecambe Bay area which also includes 

Barrow-in-Furness, Fleetwood, Ulverston, Heysham, Morecambe and the city of Lancaster.  
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Figure 1: Map of Grange-over-Sands and other proposed areas in the MBRP. 
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This AAP focuses upon Grange-over-sands and the surrounding villages of Cartmel which is 
situated North-West of the town; Cark, Holker Hall and Gardens which are located South-
West of Grange-over-sands; Flookburgh which is situated three miles South-West of Grange-
over-sands and Humphrey Head nature reserve which is located three miles South of 
Grange-over-sands. However, the key focus on this AAP is Grange-over-sands as a ‘window’ 
of the MBRP. 
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Figure 2: Map of Grange-over-Sands and the surrounding areas 
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VISION 

 

This vision statement is intended to capture the essence of Grange-over-sands. This is 

important in enhancing the current status of the town and in describing the desired 

outcome of this AAP. The vision is intended to inspire, conceptualise, and give direction to 

the future marketing strategies and developments proposed within Grange-over-sands over 

the next 15-20 years as part of the MBRP. 

 

Grange-over-sands: ‘The Gourmet Gateway’ 

The vision for Grange-over-sands is to develop the town as a world class 
tourist, slow-food and conference destination, making it the gateway and key 
service centre to the Morecambe Bay Regional Park. This is to be achieved by: 

• Creating an iconic image & building on character to reinforce ‘sense of 
place’; 

• Harnessing entrepreneurial spirit attracting inward investment & 
working age mobility into the area, achieving sustainable high economic 

growth; 

• Realising full potential of development opportunities to enhance built 
and natural assets; and, 

• Furthering current successes promoting creativity and healthy, active 
lifestyles. 

 
Figure 3: Key Components of the Vision for Grange-over-sands 
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DECISION AREAS 

Key decision areas are indentified in this AAP which are integral to determining the 
preferred strategy, and which should also play a key role in shaping future development, 
aiding implementation.  

The decision areas were devised partly in themes, and partly as key sites, linking to the 
objectives used to establish Grange-over-sands as a World Class Tourist, Slow-Food and 
Conference Destination. The decision areas are as follows:  

 

The themes of art, food and conference and business development will thread throughout 

this AAP.  
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KEY DIAGRAM 

The Key Diagram overleaf shows a map of Grange-over-sands. It has been devised to illustrate the 

main policies and proposed enhancements relating specifically to Grange-over-sands in this AAP. 

 

The proposed general enhancements are: 

 

 Gateway Enhancements, to include visitor facilities for Cross-Bay walkers at Kent’s Bank; 

 

 Rebuilding of the pedestrian footbridges, connecting the promenade to the town and 

reinstating the circular walking routes; 

 

 Environmental improvements; 

1) Ornamental Gardens  2) Lido and former nursery site 

3) Playing field 4) Poor connection at end of the promenade 

 

 Recreational improvements; 

1) Park Road Gardens  2) New leisure facilities 

3) The bowling green     

 

 Public Art & sculptures along the promenade; 

 

 ‘Berners’ Hub’ – comprising three key regeneration sites into a mixed-use development. 
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GRANGE-OVER-SANDS KEY DIAGRAM 

 



Grange-over-Sands 2008 

 

AAP: Executive Summary The University of Liverpool | Spatial Planning In Action 7 

 

REGIONAL PARK OBJECTIVES 

 

This AAP describes the development strategy needed to help future development, and 

growth for Grange-over-sands and in doing so, has created a series of thematic and site-

specific proposals for the area. 

 

To summarise, a brief discussion of the regional park objectives in relation to Grange 

follows. 

 

DISTINCTIVE IDENTITY AND IMAGE 

 

This AAP suggests that Grange-over-sands has a remarkable opportunity to build upon its 

existing image and history, utilising remedial work to ‘reinvent’ itself. It does not need to 

completely ‘change;’ instead just be restored and polished, with additional ‘polishing’ of 

existing strengths. In the context of the regional park however Granges current image is not 

sufficient enough to support and enhance the profile of the MBRP, and this we believe, can 

be addressed through our development proposals, such as utilising the opportunities to 

showcase the fantastic available local produce through developments such as the world-

class restaurant at Berners’ Hub. 

 

TO CONSERVE AND PROMOTE THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE REGIONAL 

PARK’S NATURAL, BUILT AND CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSETS. 

 

The high quality existing built and natural environment is also currently strength of Grange-
over-sands. Morecambe Bay, as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) is a key natural 
asset which is important in linking the ‘windows’ of the MBRP together. The salt marshes in 
Grange-over-sands form part of the wider network of salt marshes in Morecambe Bay and 
are host to a variety of plant, animal and bird life.  

There are several nature reserves located in Grange-over-sands and the surrounding area 
which are important natural assets, to be built upon to secure the future success of the 
MBRP.  
 
Meathop Moss, Humphrey Head and Foulshaw moss are fantastic local assets with rare 
wildlife and plants, with good potential for future development. 
  
The already high-quality existing range of urban parks and gardens provide a ‘green 

network’ in the town and high quality public realm. This includes the Park Road & 

Ornamental Gardens. It is our belief that all of these facilities can be elevated to ‘Green Flag’ 

status. 
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DEVELOPING LEISURE AND TOURISM FACILITES AND EVENTS 

 

Grange was built on Tourism and despite the apparent decline in recent years, Grange has 

many high-quality assets and simply needs to seize the opportunity to fully market and 

promote these. Through the implementation of ‘Berners’ Hub’ as a key, defined multi-

purpose visitor destination and promotional marketing & introduction of new events in the 

existing facilities in Grange-over-sands and the wider-area, there is certainly scope to re-

capture the tourist interest.  

 

TO SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NORTH WEST COASTAL TRAIL AND PROVIDE 

GOOD ACCESS TO REGIONAL PARK RESOURCES 

 

The current under-use and poor connections through the MBRP area impede the use and 

accessibility of the NW Coastal Trail; there is clearly lots of potential. With greater 

connections and mixture of uses provided through the establishment of a ‘braided’ trail (to 

cover pedestrian, cycle and horse riding uses) the trail does not have to be overly wide and 

can be enjoyed by many sorts of users. With better connections at key locations to the trail, 

such as at the major train stations in the town, we feel the usage and therefore support for 

the development of the trail can be increased further still. 

 

REALISING REGENERATION THROUGH EMPLOYMENT AND BUSINESS ENHANCEMENT 

 

One of the most significant ‘issues’ identified for Grange-over-sands is the fact it has a 

largely ageing demographic. Whilst this is also undoubtedly the appeal of the town, in 

economic terms it is a potential ‘time bomb’ given that there needs to be a larger 

proportion of working age families in the area. 

 

The proposed solution is to harness the power of enterprise and utilise the investment 

capital and business expertise of the ‘silver entrepreneur’ – older, wiser entrepreneurs 

who’s businesses are more likely to succeed. Through linking the Business Incubation Centre 

at Berners’ Hub to University Business School is it our belief that it is possible to generate 

professional class jobs whilst fostering relationships between younger and older generations 

to maintain this inclusive, stable community. 

  

TO DEVELOP THE ROLE OF THE REGIONAL PARK AS A UNIFYING AND BINDING FORCE IN 

THE AREA 

 

It is believed that that comprehensive and cohesive marketing, management structures and 

allocated MBRP resources, the MBRP concept can and will deliver benefits for the whole of 

the defined area, and certainly in Grange-over-Sands. A focus on commitment to natural & 

built rural assets, wildlife, enterprise and high-quality tourist offerings has been 

demonstrating throughout this report and is true the bay-over. Once organised and 

marketed, the MBRP could truly start to take on a life of its own. 
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KEY SITES 

 

The key sites to be developed in the AAP are summarised in the tables & figures below. Each 

key site is listed with their most significant ‘actions’ and the intended ‘effects’. Firstly, the 

proposal for our major development within Grange is discussed, ‘Berner’s Hub’, followed by 

a discussion of each surrounding supporting sites (located outside of Grange) follows. 
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SUMMARY 

 

This executive summary has introduction Grange-over-Sands and the surrounding area in its 

geographical context, described the ‘Vision’ for development through the AAP, highlighted 

the key aspects of development to take place in Grange itself, discussed the developments 

in the context of the Morecambe Bay Regional Park objectives and finally, concluded with a 

in-depth discussion about the key actions and effects proposed to take place in each area to 

realise ‘the vision’. The full AAP document contains all of these points elaborate upon in 

much greater detail, setting out the focus for each Regional Park objective in full and a 

detailed discussion through to implementation of each key site. 

 

 


