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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 ROLE AND PURPOSE OF THE PLAN 

When the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act of 2004 came into 
effect, it fundamentally changed the planning system, introducing Local 
Development Frameworks (LDFs) to replace Ψ[ocal PlansΩ and Ψ¦nitary 
Development PlansΩ. The reformed planning system aims to streamline 
the local planning process and promote a positive and proactive 
approach to development management and policy. This is achieved 
through a plan-led approach that focuses on greater community 
involvement and sustainable development. Local Development 
5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ό[55ǎύΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [5C ΨǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻΩΣ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ 
to set out the manner in which long-term social, economic and 
environmental goals are to be realised.  
 
The LDDs will help to deliver the spatial planning strategy for the area 
over the next 15-20 years alongside the North West Regional Spatial 
Strategy.  
 
Area Actions Plans (AAPs) provide a spatial planning framework for a 
specific area where significant chaƴƎŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ !!tΩǎ 
should be focused on implementation, ensuring development is of an 
appropriate quality, scale and mix for an area.  
 
The production of this AAP is timely, as a range of development 
opportunities currently exist within Grange-over-Sands and the 
surrounding areas. This AAP will set out the regeneration and 
conservation of Grange-over-Sands at a local level, but will not be 
produced in isolation, as it is to form part of wider the strategy for the 

creation and establishment of the Morecambe Bay Regional Park 
(MBRP), & be a constituent part of the South Lakeland LDF.  
 

 
© Crown Copyright Ordnance Survey. An EDINA Digimap / JISC supplied service 

 
Figure 1: Map of Grange-over-Sands and other proposed areas in the MBRP. 

 

This AAP aims to produce a long-term future vision for the area with 
clear implementation mechanisms to deliver sustainable growth, 
stimulate ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ 
natural and built assets.  
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1.2 CURRENT CONTEXT 

Regional Park Context 

At present, the Morecambe Bay and Duddon Estuary Regional Park is in 

its preliminary stages. This AAP could help in developing the Regional 

Park initiative further.  The Lake District National Park is currently the 

major tourist focus of Cumbria, attracting thousands of tourists a year. It 

begins just north of Grange-over-sands and would be located adjacent 

to the proposed Morecambe Bay Regional Park, possibly having both 

positive and negative effects upon the MBRP proposal. The South Lakes 

has the potential to offer a different unique visitor experience 

complementary to that offered at present in the Lake District.  Along 

with providing a unique visitor destination, the MBRP should seek to 

reduce the inequalities of the local and visitor population, contributing 

to the sustainability of the area.  

 

Currently Kendal is the most significant service centre to Grange-over-

sands, however, there is great potential to improve the capacity and 

variety of more local services in Grange itself. Grange over-sands forms 

part of the larger Morecambe Bay area which also includes Barrow-in-

Furness, Fleetwood, Ulverston, Heysham, Morecambe and the city of 

Lancaster.  

 

 

 

 

Area Covered By AAP 

 

This AAP is to focus upon Grange-over-sands and the surrounding 
villages of Cartmel which is situated north-west of the town; Cark, 
Holker Hall and Gardens which are located south-west of Grange-over-
sands; Flookburgh which is situated three miles south-west of Grange-
over-sands and Humphrey Head nature reserve which is located three 
miles south of Grange-over-sands. However, the key focus on this AAP is 
Grange-over-sands as a window of the MBRP.
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Figure 2: Map of Grange-over-Sands and the surrounding areas 


