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Bayside Barrow: Building a Better Future 

Area Action Plan Executive Summary 

 

Context 

A proposal for a regional park in the Morecambe Bay and Duddon 

Estuary (MB & DE) sub region, commissioned by the Morecambe 

Bay Partnership, resulted in the production of evidence gathering 

reports for the areas of Heysham, Morecambe, Arnside, Grange-

Over-Sands, Ulverston, Barrow, Walney Island and Barrow Island 

and Millom.  Area Action Plans based on these evidence gathering 

reports were subsequently produced.  The concept of the regional 

park was identified in the Regional Economic Strategy (RES) for the 

North West as way of using comprehensive large-scale projects to 

result in recreation and regeneration benefits.  To this end the 

AAPs produced as part of the MB & DE regional park proposal must 

seek to bring about outcomes associated with these broad areas.  

 

Each AAP faces a number of challenges unique to their area and in 

this respect Barrow is no different.  Despite the locational 

advantage of its close proximity to the Lake District National Park, 

Barrow attracts a comparatively small number of visitors; an issue 

that must be rectified if it is to become a functioning part of the 

proposed MB & DE regional park.  In addition to this, Barrow has a 

number of problems more associated with urban or problem areas, 

which also need addressing.  These include a narrow economic 

base, low aspirations, poor health and continued out-migration, 

especially among the younger demographic. 

 

A SWOT analysis was conducted as part of the evidence gathering 

report in order to evaluate the existing conditions for Barrow which 

must be addressed in the creation of a regional park.  The results of 

this helped inform the decision-making process and provided a 

framework within which ideas could be exchanged. 

 

 

 

 


