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1.0 Introduction 

 
Barrow is in need of change. The evidence gathering stage of this 

report revealed a town suffering from a narrow economic base, low 

aspirations, poor health, continued out-migration and a failure to 

attract substantial visitor numbers to its attractions despite being 

located on the doorstep of the Lake District National Park: one of 

ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŘǊŀǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ !!t ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜΣ 

mitigate and where possible transform the fortunes of Barrow and 

its surrounding areas. 

 

1.1 Role and Purpose of Plan 

When the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 came into 

effect, it changed the planning system and required that each 

Council replace its existing land use development plan, UDP, with a 

ƴŜǿ άǎǇŀǘƛŀƭέ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ [5C. This new planning system 

has been designed to streamline the planning process, 

strengthening community involvement and ensuring that all 

decisions made are accountable. Sustainable development is at the 

core of the plan which balances economic, social and 

environmental needs. 

 

The LDC ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ŀ άǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻέ ƻŦ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ 

combination, will deal with the spatial issues that will affect the 

people who will live, work and travel to the Borough over the next 

15 to 20 years. This framework, together with the RSS for the North 

West, will provide the context against which new proposals for 

development in the Borough will be assessed. 

 

!!tΩǎ provide an important mechanism for ensuring that future 

development is of an appropriate scale, mix and quality within 

areas to be developed, changed or conserved, whilst at the same 

time promoting measures to raise the overall quality of the 

environment, ensuring that improvements are sustainable with 

lasting benefits to the area and the local community. 

 

The production of this AAP is timely, as a range of development 

opportunities exist within this area of the proposed Regional Park 

as identified by the base-line evidence report. A key objective of 

this AAP is to ensure that opportunities are not considered in 

isolation but are instead anchored within the context of the overall 

vision for the MB&DE Regional Park. Indeed, this AAP will focus 

upon the delivery of regeneration within Bayside Barrow that 

ensures a spatial planning policy framework founded on the needs, 

opportunities and constraints of the area with the ability to meet 

the objectives of both the Barrow area and the proposed Regional 

Park. 

 

This AAP will identify the distribution of uses along the Coastal 

Corridor and Cistercian corridor and their inter-relationships, 

including the identification of specific site allocations for further 

development and will establish a timetable for the implementation 

1 
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Figure 1.1 

 

of these proposals. When setting out what will be delivered where, 

at what time and by whom, the AAP will also consider the issues of 

funding and resource requirements to ensure that the  delivery of 

its vision is achievable. 

 

1.2 Context 

 

Overview 

Barrow acts as a major service centre for the population of South 

Cumbria. With a population of 70,000 (8.5% of the Cumbrian 

population (ONS, 2007) it is also one of the largest conurbations in 

the region and boasts a large and established shipbuilding industry. 

Paradoxically, despite the town having a sizeable retail sector, 

protected environmental sites and nationally important 

shipbuilding facilities, it is blighted with high economic inactivity 

rates and poor educational attainment levels. Economic inactivity 

rates stand at 28.2% compared to 23.4% in the North West and 

21.5% nationally and the number of educated persons in Barrow is 

significantly low. 13% of persons aged 16-74 are educated to a 

degree level and above whereas 33% of people have no 

qualifications. (ONS, 2007)This will continue to entrench low 

economic activity rates in the area. The employment structure of 

the town is noticeably narrow, with an enormous local reliance on 

BAE systems for career development prospects. Such vertical 

ǎǘǊŀǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ōŀǎŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ .ŀǊǊƻǿ 

particularly susceptible to global fluctuations. Coupled with poor 

health rates and population projections indicating out-migration of 

younger generations it becomes clear that Barrow must change in 

order to survive in the long-term. 

 

This AAP covers the stretch of the coastal corridor from Roa Island 

in the south to the slag heaps north of the town. It also covers the 

stretch of the Cistercian corridor from Barrow train station to 

Furness Abbey (Figure 1.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

The two development corridors are situated within the 

administrative boundary of the Borough of Barrow. Barrow has 

good transportation links within the West Lakes, Cumbria and the 

North West. Developing the transport infrastructure of Barrow will 

play an integral part in securing the sustainability and effectiveness 

of this AAP. 

2 
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Creating Transformation 

.ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ 

that, if harnessed correctly, are likely to be of great importance to 

the future growth and prosperity of both the town and Regional 

Park, as outlined in the RES and draft RSS.  

 

Barrow is an important centre for industry and commerce, 

sustaining shipbuilding industries and a number of major industrial 

estates. In addition to the dominance of BAE Systems the town also 

operates as a major regional shopping, service and leisure facility 

for the population of the West Lakes. More recently, the Borough 

has begun attempts to develop Barrow as a leisure and tourist 

destination within the Lake District. . It should be noted that the 

dock and waterfront area is becoming increasingly important in 

plans to transform the Barrow economy, especially in relation to 

tourist revenue. Plans are already underway to secure a new cruise 

terminal gateway into the Lake District, as well as hotel and 

residential developments earmarked for construction. Tourism is 

set to take a more active role in the planned development of 

.ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

 

The town has long been the home of ship-building industries and 

has a wealth of maritime heritage including a Dock Museum. The 

still wider area boasts a number of older Cistercian heritage sites, 

most notably Furness Abbey to the north of the town and Piel 

Castle, situated on nearby Piel Island which both ample, have room 

for tourist development.  

 

The quality and appearance of the environment as a whole is very 

varied. There are interspersed areas of poor visual and physical 

environmental quality in close proximity to beautiful vistas and 

landscapes.  Furthermore, although the findings of the PPG17 

research showed the Borough to be sufficient in greenspace, it 

highlighted disparities in access to and the quality of greenspaces in 

certain areas of the Borough. A good illustration of this fact is the 

Cumbria Coastal Way running from south to north along the site. It 

offers views of both inspiration and degradation. 

 

1.3 SWOT Analysis 

The preparation of this AAP involved taking into account the local 

community, businesses and other stakeholders from the outset, in 

an effort to build a holistic view of where and how regeneration 

initiatives should be guided along the two development corridors in 

order to maximise the benefits it can and should bring to local 

people. Community support and involvement has been 

instrumental in securing a sound spatial planning policy framework, 

allowing the key matters of concern to be taken into account. The 

first stage of the preparation of this DPD included gathering an 

evidence base.  

The findings were summarised in a report that sets the base-line 

position for the preparation of this AAP. The evidence report 

3 
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identified the broad issues facing Barrow and some development 

options along the two Ψcorridors of opportunityΩ. Drawing on these 

findings, an analysis of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 

and threats (SWOT) was undertaken. This led to the further 

identification of key decision areas which would become the focus 

for this AAP. The SWOT analysis and key decision areas are set out 

in Appendix A of this document. 

 

1.4 Development of Preferred Strategy 

Following the policy making process, the objectives for this AAP 

were set and the decision areas decided. In order to establish the 

preferred strategy a sustainability appraisal of each option was 

undertaken using criteria from the draft RSS, the criteria are 

detailed in Appendix A, Table 18. The options that scored well in 

sustainability terms (a combination of high economic growth, green 

agenda and iconic development) were chosen and the preferred 

strategy identified. A summary of the stages in this process is 

outlined in Figure 1.2.  

 

The full details of each of these stages to the identification of the 

preferred strategy are set out in Appendix A. Cross-boundary 

working forms an important part in the preparation of any AAP, 

and Barrow group have ensured that the options selected 

complemented those in the surrounding areas, most notably for 

Walney, in order to achieve an overall cohesive vision for the area 

as a whole ς which will make it a key recreation resource of the 

North West . In response to the appraisal and analysis undertaken, 

the preferred strategy selected to be brought forward as part of 

this AAP ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǳstainable Tourism and Regeneration {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.2 

Development/Refinement of Area 
Visions 

Appraisal of Options 

Identification of Preferred Option 

Development of Options 

National Policies 

Policy Context 

Sub-Regional Context 

Local Context 

Area Vision 
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2.0 Overview of Strategy 

 

2.1 The Context of the Barrow Strategy 

The vision statement and objectives for Barrow will be set out 

within the wider context of the development of the MB&DE 

Regional Park.  The vision statement for the MB&DE Regional Park 

as a whole is: 

 

The internationally important wildlife assets, outstanding estuary 

landscapes and rich maritime cultural heritage are recognised as 

the defining features of the MB&DE Sub-region which is widely 

regarded as an attractive place in which to live, work and play.  The 

MB&DE Regional Park is seen as playing a central role in: promoting 

the conservation and sustainable development of the areas natural, 

built and cultural heritage; delivering a high quality leisure and 

tourism experience; improving accessibility; and contributing to 

change, regeneration and new investment.  The regional park is 

appreciated as a valuable, unifying and binding force in the area. 

 

The objectives borne out of this vision statement are: 

 

 To develop a distinctive identity and positive brand image of the 

MB&DE Sub-Region 

 To conserve and promote the sustainable development of the 

wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦ 

 To develop and promote a wide range of high quality leisure and 

tourist facilities and events 

 To support the development of the NWCT and provide good 

access to regional park resources 

 To play a part in the wider regeneration of the area by increasing 

employment and enhancing business performance in leisure, sport 

and recreation and other Park related business sectors and 

retaining and attracting economic development and high level 

skills more generally 

 To develop the role of the Regional Park as a unifying and binding 

force in the area. 

 

The vision statement and objectives for Bayside Barrow have been 

developed within this wider context and related to the type of area 

that Barrow is; ascertained through the evidence gathering stage of 

this report.  With this in mind, the Barrow development strategy 

through this AAP fulfils the MB&DE Regional Park objectives and 

reflects the aspirations set out by the Regional Park objectives and 

vision. 

 

2.2 Vision Statement 

 

Barrow will establish itself as the Western gateway to the MB&DE 

Regional Park, offering exemplary sustainable transport links to the 

wider region.  A successful visitor economy will be established 

through the enhancement and promotion of the built and natural 

environment, as well as active marketing and branding of the area.  

5 
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Through this, job diversification will be achieved, and the quality of 

life for local people will be raised, Building a Better Future for 

Bayside Barrow.  

 

2.3 Objectives 

A number of objectives have been put in place to meet the 

aspirations of the vision statement above; these objectives will be 

achieved through the proposals put forward in this AAP: 

 

 To develop Barrow as an integral part of the MB&DE Regional 

Park, providing urban facilities and services within the park. 

 To improve accessibility and transportation in and around Barrow 

in a sustainable manner. 

 To promote and use the industrial heritage of Barrow to attract 

people to the area. 

 To realise the benefits of the built environment. 

 To enhance and promote the natural environment. 

 To improve leisure and recreation facilities. 

 To develop a successful and thriving visitor economy, through the 

emergence of a large tourist market. 

 To diversify the economic base. 

 To improve the quality of life for the local residents and everyone 

involved with this area. 

 To improve the public realm. 

 

 

 

2.4 Components of Strategy 

The main Ψbroad themesΩ of this strategy are high economic growth 

and green, eco-friendly development, with iconic development 

features also being an important consideration. 

 

The more detailed thematic proposals stemming from the 

Preferred Strategy consist of: 

 

 Accessibility and Transport 

 Marketing and Tourism 

 Built Environment 

 Waterside Regeneration 

 Community and Well- Being 

 

The key development sites can be seen on the Key Diagram (Figure 

2.1), they have been outlined as: 

 The Cumbria Coastal Way stretching up from Roa Island to 

the north of Barrrow town centre. 

 Furness Abbey ς the enhancement of a tourist attraction 

with thus far unrealised potential. 

 Cavendish Dock ς a new Watersports Centre. 

 Buccleuch Dock ς a new Naval Museum. 

 Barrow Train Station ς to undergo a comprehensive 

redevelopment as an attractive gateway into the town and 

Regional Park. 

6 
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2.5 Key Diagram (Figure 2.1) 
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3.0 Decision Areas 
 
3.1 Introduction 
 
This AAP identifies ten decision areas, five key themes and five key 
sites which are integral to achieving the vision for Barrow detailed 
on pages 4 and 5. The five key themes chosen are: 
 

 Transport 

 Marketing and Tourism 

 Built Environment 

 Waterside Regeneration 

 Community and Well-Being 

 

The vision and identification of these five key themes are detailed 
individually in this AAP. The vision of each theme is to be achieved 
through the development of the five key sites: 
 

 Cumbria Coastal Way 

 Furness Abbey 

 Cavendish Dock 

 Buccleuch Dock 

 Barrow Train Station 

 

The proposed development of these five key sites is detailed 

individually in this AAP. Actions proposed for each development 

and an implementation programme for each key site are given. The 

theme of transport also details a programme of implementation as 

this theme requires specific transport related development. The 

chosen five key sites will deliver the five key themes and the 

objectives for Barrow and the MB&DE Regional Park.  
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3.2 Accessibility and Transport  

 

3.21 Introduction 

Transport and accessibility is a key issue in supporting the 

regeneration of Barrow, and to make the town and surrounding 

coastal stretch an attractive place for tourists to visit.  Being the 

largest urban centre within the MB&DE study area, Barrow will 

become one of the main gateways into the Regional Park, and 

requires a transport infrastructure that can support this gateway 

status.  Not only is it important for people to be able to travel 

around easily within the Barrow area, it is also important to provide 

reliable and sustainable transport links between Barrow and other 

areas within the Regional Park, as well as at a broader scale to draw  

tourists in. 

 

3.22 Vision 

Barrow will become a gateway into the MB&DE Regional Park, 

supported by a sustainable transport strategy.  A reliable and 

sustainable transport infrastructure will be put in place to support 

the regeneration of Barrow, and contribute to the connectivity of 

the Regional Park as a place in which people will want to travel 

around.  This transport strategy will deal with the increase in visitor 

numbers brought about by the developments taking place around 

Barrow by introducing new means of moving visitors around, as 

well as promoting the existing green transport networks. 

3.23 Current Site Status 

 

Road Access 

Barrow currently suffers from severe accessibility issues with 

regard to road access.  The most direct and main road access route 

into Barrow is via the A590.  Due to reliability of this main artery, 

the road becomes very busy and suffers from serious congestion.  

The only other road access when coming from the Ulverston 

direction, is along the A5087 (the Coastal route), however this 

route takes longer due to its indirectness, following the coast down 

to Barrow. Around the town itself, congestion can also be a 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ пǇƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ .!9 ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩǎ 

working day.  This causes additional traffic problems in the town 

centre, as well as on the A590. 

 

Greenways 

Barrow has had successful experimentation with the Greenways 

Network scheme.  Greenways are seen as a ΨƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŎŀǊ-

free off-road routes connecting people to facilities and open spaces 

in and around towns, cities and to the countryǎƛŘŜΦΩ (Hertsmere 

Borough Council, 2008). 

 

Current Greenway Network routes include those along the Cumbria 

Coastal Way and a route that goes through the heart of central 

Barrow, up along the length of Abbey Road to Furness Abbey.   This 

Greenway also passes in the other direction, across the bridge to 

9 
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Figures 3.21 & 3.22 

Figures 3.23 & 3.24 

Walney Island.  A Greenway is also being implemented along the 

A590 by the Docks museum and by the big retail units. 

 

      
 

 

The Westfield Trail Greenway route runs from Rampside up to the 

Salthouse Mills in Barrow, forming part of the Cumbria Coastal 

Way, the Cistercian Way and Cumbria Cycle Way along its route. 

This Greenway route is a multiuser route used by both walkers and 

cyclists.  It provides views out across the channel to Walney Island, 

and has proven popular with local people. 

 

The following pictures show the Greenway along the coast 

between Rampside and Barrow.  Here there exists good signage 

and path surfacing along this route, but this is not maintained as 

the path nears the Salthouse Mills in Barrow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Coastal Path 

The Cumbria Coatsal Way within the area covered by this AAP runs 

between Rampside and Barrow.  At times it forms part of the 

Westfield Trail Route.  The signage and path surfacing along the 

Westfield Trail stretch of the path is good and inviting to users.  

However, at other points, particularly around the Salthouse Mills, 

the path deteriorates; there is no signage, poor surfacing, and little 

in the way of furniture for the people travelling along it to use.  The 

route of the path around the Salthouse Mills not only loses the 

view of the coast, but also appears uninviting and could potentially 

deter users from continuing to explore.   

 

Bus and Rail Links 

Stage Coach is the bus operator in this area and Transpennine 

Express runs train services to Barrow.  Barrow is well connected to 

the rest of the region through public transport.  By rail, there are 

direct services to Carlisle and Manchester, as well as connecting 

10 
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Figure 3.25 

services to the surrounding areas. Millom, Ulverston, Kendal, 

Carlisle and Preston are all accessible from Barrow on the bus. 

Overall there exists a good public transport network connecting 

Barrow to the wider region. 

 

3.24 Key Issues 

Traffic Congestion - is a serious problem both within Barrow at 

rush hour and at the broader scale of providing access into Barrow 

from the rest of the Regional Park area.  A sustainable transport 

infrastructure is needed for Barrow to handle the extra visitors the 

proposed developments this AAP will attract. 

 

Cumbria Coastal Way - There are stretches of the Cumbria Coastal 

Way that are in major need of repair.  Poor surfacing has 

consequences for cyclist and disabled access.  There is also a lack of 

signage to guide tourists. The current stretch of the path running 

behind Salthouse Mills buildings is secluded, unpleasant and feels 

unsafe. Travelling behind this building also means that the coastal 

view is lost and at this point the Coastal Way goes further inland, 

only to rejoin the waterfront at Buccleuch Dock. As a result, visitors 

are denied the stunning views out onto Roosecote Sands and over 

to Piel Island from Cavendish Dock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barrow Train Station - is the main railway station in the area, and 

though modern, with the huge expected increase in visitor 

numbers in Barrow it does not currently act as a sufficient gateway 

image for the town.  It does not clearly link into the town centre, 

nor function effectively as a multi transport mode interchange. 
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Figure 3.26 

3.25 Proposals 

 

This map shows the proposals for the new transport infrastructure in relation to the key sites set out in this AAP. 

 

 
 

 

Furness Abbey 

Coastal Way 

Cavendish Watersports 
centre 

Buccleuch Naval 
Museum 

Barrow Train 
Station 

Park and Ride 
site 
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Park and Ride 

 

The first transport proposal is a new Park and Ride (P&R) site 

located across the road from Dalton hospital, within walking 

distance of Furness Abbey.  P&R schemes have been successful in 

other areas which have experienced heavy visitor flows, and have 

proved a successful way of managing their movement.  For 

example, Chester has four P&R sites around the Chester area, 

providing 3170 parking spaces in total.  The P&R service in Chester 

is the fourth largest in the country, moving around 1 million 

passengers every year. Following the Chester example, the P&R 

system for Barrow would provide free parking, and then issue 

people return tickets (or day tickets) to travel on the buses for a 

worthwhile price (Chester Tourism, 2008). 

 

This is the first phase in accommodating a large increase in visitor 

numbers to the Barrow area.  The Barrow P&R site would be 

located by the hospital as this area does not suffer from congestion 

problems, unlike the A590, and would thus be able to cope with the 

additional traffic that the placement of a P&R site would bring.  

This P&R site would also serve the hospital, but in particular, 

accommodate the large increase in numbers to Furness Abbey. 

 

The P&R facility would transport passengers into Barrow town, 

towards the retail centre, as well as providing a drop off / pick up 

point at the following areas: 

 

 Furness Abbey 

 Barrow train station 

 The Docks Museum 

 The new Naval Museum 

 Cavendish Watersports Centre 

 Roa Island for visitors wishing to enjoy the Cumbria Coastal 

Way 

 

This system would cover a comprehensive route around Barrow 

and would run regularly, meeting the needs of the customers. The 

scheme will be promoted as Ψthe wayΩ to travel around Barrow and 

the best way to access the exciting tourist attractions the town has 

to offer.  By convincing people to use the P&R scheme, and as such 

leaving their cars outside Barrow town centre, the new proposed 

developments will not exacerbate the existing traffic congestion 

problem. The P&R scheme will also be aimed at regular commuters 

into Barrow as an alternative, quicker way of getting into town. For 

the proposed development sites P&R will be particularly important 

considering the restricted number of car parking spaces at each 

site, due to size limitations.  The majority of the proposed sites in 

this AAP will only offer disabled parking onsite, as well as some 

limited staff parking.  Therefore the P&R scheme is integral to serve 

these new developments and move the visitors around Barrow 

effectively. 
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Over a longer time period, with the development of tourist 

attractions, it is expected there will be a greater demand placed 

upon the transport infrastructure.  To meet this challenge the P&R 

site will be extended across the road to the north of the site to 

provide additional parking spaces, and more buses provided to 

move passengers around the area. 

 

Train line and railway stations 

Barrow Train Station will be redeveloped as an impressive Regional 

Park gateway station, and this site will provide a transport hub 

(park and ride pick up/drop off point, bus stop and taxi rank). 

Over time it is expected that with substantial increases in visitor 

numbers to Furness Abbey, it will become financially feasible to 

rebuild and open the train station on this site, as it is on the main 

trainline into Barrow.  Visitors will be able to arrive directly at 

Furness Abbey on public transport, providing them with the option 

to abandon their cars entirely when visiting the site and town.  

The train station at Roose will also be promoted as a gateway to 

the Cumbria Coastal Way around Cavendish Dock, as well as the 

new watersports centre and naval museum in this area, which 

again will provide people with good access directly into Barrow 

without the need of a car. Along with promoting the use of the 

Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ΨƎŀǘŜǿŀȅΩ ŀnd 

promotion of Barrow as a much larger visitor destination will 

underpin medium term improvements in rail services, securing the 

lines long term future and underpinning investment in its 

maintenance. 

 

Cumbria Coastal Way 

The Coastal Way ŀƭƻƴƎ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ route will be adjusted 

slightly, bringing the path around to the front of Cavendish Dock in 

order to create a continuous coastal corridor. Improvements to this 

walking and cycling path will make the coastal walk more accessible 

and visitor-friendly.  The Westfield Trail which forms the Greenway 

part of the Coastal Way will be extended slightly beyond the end of 

the Salthouse Mills as far as Roose Train station, to provide easier 

access to this part of the greenway.  Behind the Salthouse Mills, the 

Greenway will be extended up to Roose train station allowing 

people easy access to this wonderful asset from the train link. The 

Coastal Way will be extended up from Roose train station to 

Furness Abbey, resulting in an extensive, integrated, and accessible 

Greenways area. 

 

3.26 Implementation 

The proposals outlined require an implementation schedule, in 

order to assess the aims, outcomes, indicators, key partners and 

funding sources associated with each of the proposals for 

accessibility and transport.  The time span for implementation of 

the overall key site is discussed in section 4.2 of this AAP. 
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3.27 Fulfilling Objectives 

 

Regional Park Objectives 

One of the MB&DE Regional Park objectives is to support the 

development of the NWCT and provide good access to regional 

park resources.  There is no doubt that this proposed transport 

strategy for Barrow supports this objective, as there is a heavy 

emphasis on improving the nature and route of the Coastal Way, 

providing good access to it and integrating it with other proposed 

attractions on the waterfront that will play an important part in the 

promotion of the Regional Park as a whole. 

 

Improving accessibility and transport will play a large part in the 

wider regeneration of the area, increasing employment and 

business performance in leisure, sport and recreation and other 

Park related business sectors and retaining and attracting economic 

development. A sustainable transport infrastructure will attract 

investment to the area and encourage people to visit Barrow as an 

accessible and integrated area.  This will prove vital to the success 

and ongoing enthusiasm of our leisure and recreation proposals, 

such as the museum and watersports centre, in turn ensuring job 

creation. 

 

Barrow AAP Objectives 

This proposal supports the objective of putting in place a 

sustainable transport system.  It will also help Barrow to become an 

integral part of the Park by improving accessibility into the area, 

and encouraging more people to visit.  It will also encourage the 

protection and enhancement of the natural environment, reducing 

congestion in the town, as well as promoting Greenways and the 

Coastal Trail as walking and cycling routes.  This transport strategy 

should also contribute towards improving the quality of life for 

residents, reducing congestion and pollution in and around Barrow, 

as well as providing them with an attractive recreational facility and 

people-friendly mode of transport for moving around the area. 
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Implementation Table 

 

 

Action Aims Outcomes Indicator Key Partners  Funding 

Park and Ride 
Implementation 

To provide 
sustainable 
transport for 
people to use 
when travelling 
around the 
Barrow area. 
 

Barrow will be able 
to cope with the 
increase in visitor 
numbers, congestion 
will not be 
exacerbated. 

Number of people 
using the park and 
ride, traffic statistics 
for the Barrow area. 

Stagecoach, Barrow 
Borough Council, 
Cumbria County 
Council, West 
Cumbria 
Community 
Transport, local 
community 

Barrow Borough 
Council, Cumbria 
County Council, 
NWDA 

Cumbria 
Coastal Way 

Improvements 

To make the 
Cumbria Coastal 
Way accessible 
and an enjoyable 
experience 

There will be better 
surfacing and 
facilities for those 
using the path, and 
an improved route 

Number of people 
enjoying the route, 
and visitor feedback.  
Number of visitors 
using the path and 
new attractions 

Ramblers 
Association, 
National Trail, Local 
Community, 
Barrow Borough 
Council 

West Lakes 
Renaissance, 
Heart of Barrow, 
Big Lottery Fund, 
Heritage Lottery 
Fund 

Barrow Train 
Station 

Redevelopment 

To provide an 
impressive 
gateway at 
Barrow into the 
Regional Park 

Train station will be 
more aesthetically 
pleasing, creation of 
public space and a 
transport 
interchange, better 
facilities 

Number of people 
using the train 
station, number of 
new businesses 
investing in this area 

National Rail, BT, 
local community, 
Heart of Barrow, 
local businesses, 
Barrow Borough 
Council, Cumbria 
County Council 

West Lakes 
Renaissance, 
NWDA, Barrow 
BC, NWDA, 
Cumbria County 
Council, Heart of 
Barrow  

Furness Abbey 
Train Station 
Development 

To provide easy 
public access to 
this great local 
asset 

Achieving direct, 
efficient access to 
Furness Abbey  

The number of 
people using public 
transport to access it 

English Heritage, 
National Rail, 
Barrow BC 

Barrow BC, 
Cumbria County 
Council, Heritage 
Lottery Fund 
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3.3 Marketing & Tourism 
 

3.31 Introduction 
 

Tourism and marketing of the Barrow area is extremely important 

to securing the success of the development sites as a resource for 

local people as well as an attractive destination for visitors / 

tourists and inward investors.  

 

Barrow is home to a range of recreational activities, businesses, 

industries and residential units. Raising awareness and promotion 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΣ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ 

be a central tenet of the plans offered within this report. This AAP 

will concentrate its efforts on achieving success in attracting visitors 

to projects that are sustainable and will act as a catalyst to spur on 

further inward investment. 

 

 

3.32 Current Status 

 

The 2001 census revealed that the population of the Borough of 

Barrow was approximately 70,000 people, which is around 20% of 

local people living within the catchment area of the proposed 

regional park and South Cumbria (ONS, 2007). It is within one 

ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ŎŀǊ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ /ŀǊƭƛǎƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

Lancaster. 

 

Barrow is host to a diversity of recreational facilities including 

fishing, cycling, rambling and boating opportunities; and boasts 

several medieval heritage sites. It also has two wildlife sanctuaries 

and some of the best windsurfing conditions in the country located 

on nearby Walney Island (only accessible through Barrow). 

However, despite an abundance of local attractions the area lacks a 

cohesive vision and as such has been overshadowed by other 

towns within South Cumbria. The Borough has begun attempts to 

establish itself as a leisure and tourist destination, drawing on the 

towns proud and recognised maritime history and heritage, most 

noticeably with the construction of the Dock Museum which has 

seen year on year increases in visitor numbers over 120,000 

persons. However, beyond the Dock Museum tourist facilities are 

sparse and unconnected and little incentive exists to draw visitors 

from one location to another. Such fragmentation is detrimental to 

creating a sustainable carrying capacity for tourism development. 

 

3.33 Key Issues 

 

Marketing ς As a tourist destination Barrow is poorly appreciated 

and marketed. Aside from the relative success of the Dock Museum 

there is relatively little external promotion and branding of the key 

features that could draw visitors from further afield and as a result 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΦ 
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Furthermore, many local people are unaware of the benefits and 

facilities that are available to use on the waterfront. 

 

Promotion ς Barrow and its sites of interest are poorly promoted, 

most pedestrian access points to these sites are poor, hidden and 

unmarked, there exists a lack of maps, signage and interpretation 

boards to encourage visitors to travel to different sites of interest 

and there is a lack of facilities for users of the waterfront and 

coastal path i.e. benches, bins and access points. Many areas of the 

coastal path are badly surfaced, discouraging people with special 

needs to use the coastal path (for example, wheelchair or pram 

users) and a poor quality environment presents a poor image for 

visitors and a disincentive to potential users. 

 

 

Conflicting Interests ς The evidence gathering report revealed that 

a section of the Barrovian community is sceptical towards the 

benefits of having additional tourists in the area.  There also exists 

a potential conflict of interest between increasing footfall and 

visitor use of the waterside and the protection of environmentally 

designated waterside sites. This could prove problematic for the 

marketing and promotion of activities and facilities. 

 

Hotels & Accommodation ς !ǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ 

offer is limited and underdeveloped aside from an existing, small 

B&B offer. In order to attract and sustain further tourist 

development in the area the accommodation offer in the area must 

expand and offer a wider range of offer beyond the low-midrange.  

 

Education ς Educating local residents and visitors on the historical, 

ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

important part of any marketing strategy. Raising the profile and 

ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

enhancement. 

 

 

 

3.34 Actions 

 

Creation of a Transformational Marketing Strategy 

 

A detailed marketing strategy will identify target user groups of the 

area for example, recreational users, tourists, visitors or/and the 

local community and how often they visit the sites identified. This 

will establish the most efficient and cost effective method needed 

to deliver a brand and marketing structure. Appropriate expertise 

will be recruited who will be able to use their professional 

knowledge to maximise the branding and marketing potential of 

Barrow, giving it a fresh image and promoting the new and 

improved facilities that the regeneration programmes have 

brought. Wherever possible, cross-promotion between sites and 

events will be harnessed for maximum exposure. 
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Target Audiences: 

 

 Local: Encourage local use, awareness, pride and ownership 

ƻŦ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ 

 Lake District Visitors: To attract more of the 8million plus 

visitors per annum to the National Park, on the doorstep of 

the Barrow area, to come to Barrow as part of their visit and 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ΨŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΩ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ ǿŀǘŜǊǎǇƻǊǘǎΣ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ 

retail/service attractions. 

  Regional: To attract a large share (and diversion from other 

UK attractions) of day and short break visitors from 

Liverpool, Manchester and Blackpool ς broadening the 

ΨǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭΩ ƻŦŦŜǊΦ 

 National: In the longer term, a new Naval Museum and 

reinvigorated Furness Abbey will become national 

attractions akin to R.M.S Britannia, H.M.S Belfast, Gosport 

Submarine Museum and Whitby Abbey of North Yorkshire. 

 Niche Marketing of Groups including: mature heritage 

visitors; members of the National Trust and English Heritage 

as well as ornithology and wildlife markets; walking, 

rambling and cycling enthusiasts; watersports and sea-

based activity ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ΨŀŎǘƛǾŜΩ 

facilities of the Lake District National Park. 

 

 

 

Use of Media Facilities 

 

To take advantage of the media facilities available both locally and 

nationally the strategy will be multi ς facetted with utilisation of 

newspapers, TV, websites, posters, leaflets and published guides 

for tourism and recreational pursuits. International visitors to the 

Lake District National Park will also be encouraged to visit the site 

through advertising at key tourist sites and providing information at 

the international airports of Manchester and Liverpool and 

northwest train stations. This will help in promoting events that are 

taking place and facilities that may interest people. Using local and 

national press to advertise significant events, such as a competition 

for architects to design a new building or artwork, will raise the 

profile of the site and encourage people to get involved. 

 

9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘŜǎ 

is sparse and poorly developed. MB&DE Regional Park and Barrow 

as part of this, is in need of a uniform tourist information website. 

With an established website, other features could be added to this 

site to increase visitor numbers to the site including 

accommodation offers and online attraction discounts. Links on the 

ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Ψhow to get hereΣΩ Ψvisitor attractionsΣΩ 

ΨǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΩ which would promote 

various visitor attractions, activity opportunities and visitor facilities 

available in and around Barrow. A website is an accessible Barrow 

resource that is available 24 hours, relatively cheap to maintain and 
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can reach any type of audience who may be interested in visiting 

the area and compliment similar facilities for the Regional Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events Promotion 

Securing major events can help elevate the status of a town or city 

in a relatively short space of time. In Liverpool and Manchester the 

securing of European Capital of Culture 2008 and the 12th Common 

Wealth Games respectively quickly put both cities on the map. 

Barrow with its excellent waterside location, dock system and 

windsurfing conditions must aim to secure as many water-based 

events as possible. The recent decision to suspend motorboat 

racing on Lake Windermere is just one example of a major event 

that has been capitalised on in Barrow. The Tall Ships Race, a sailing 

event on an international event could as easily begin in Barrow as 

Liverpool, securing national and international attention which 

Barrow could yield.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The windsurfing championships on nearby Walney Island also 

provide an excellent opportunity for Barrow to promote itself as 

the surfing capital of the Bay and the Lake District, with tangible 

ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎΦ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ DǊŜŜƴǿŀȅǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ 

local and national running and cycle competitions, promoting the 

region as healthy and active location 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.31 

Figure 3.32 

Figure 3.33 
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DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ .ŀǊǊƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

capitalise on having several spectacular sites such as Furness Abbey 

or Piel Castle for festivities. A Cistercian heritage festival for 

example has the potential to draw huge visitor numbers with 

crowd-pleasing costumes, re-enactments and fayres. Additionally, 

Furness abbey could be linked to other religious attractions in the 

bay, inŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ /ŀǊǘƳŜƭΣ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊǎ IŜȅǎƘŀƳΣ ¦ƭǾŜǊǎǘƻƴΩǎ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ 

temple and several of the stone circle sites found throughout 

Cumbria. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The securing and promotion of major events and festivities in 

Barrow would drive forward regeneration and inward investment 

to the area, but more importantly it would inspire local confidence 

in the town and its role in both the Regional Park and Cumbria. 

 

 

 

3.35 Fulfilling Objectives 

 
Morecambe Bay Objectives 

This underlying theme will help to develop a distinctive identity and 

positive brand image of the MB&DE Sub-Region. It will help to 

develop and promote a wide range of high quality leisure and 

tourism facilities and events and develop the role of the regional 

park as a unifying and binding force in the area. 

 

Barrow Objectives 

This theme will help develop a successful and thriving visitor 

economy with the emergence of a large tourist market 

underpinned by a strong marketing strategy that uses the industrial 

heritage of Barrow to attract people to the area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.34 
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3.4 Built Environment 
 

3.41 Introduction 

.ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

of life of its residents.  As the largest settlement in the Regional 

tŀǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ Western gateways, one of 

.ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǳǊōŀƴ 

environment that confers a positive and interesting experience on 

the visitor, as well as improving the quality of life and the 

perceptions of the resident. 

 

3.42 Vision 

.ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ 

architecture give it a unique position in the Regional Park.   As such 

ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎǎŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

will be protected and enhanced for the benefit of visitors and 

residents alike.  The circumstances that gave birth to Barrow are 

exceptional in British history; this must be emphasised and 

celebrated.  Likewise, new development must be in accordance 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜrs, 

ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

3.43 Current Site Status 

The built form of this part of the Regional Park is diverse, ranging 

from the Victorian gothic of the town hall and the Duke Street area 

of Barrow to the tranquil village at Roa Island and the remains of 

Furness Abbey, situated in a peaceful valley to the North of the 

town.  While its assets are clear, there are also significant problems 

in terms of a large amount of town centre housing that is not in 

habitable condition and areas adjacent to the Cumbrian Coastal 

Way that are currently run-down or in low-value uses. 

 

Much of the new development to have taken place on the former 

industrial site between Walney Road and the Walney Channel is 

ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ΨōƛƎ ōƻȄΩ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǳƴƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƭƛŦŜ-span and bereft of 

visual interest.  In addition, existing assets are not currently being 

capitalised on, such as the fine Victorian housing on Abbey Road. 

 

3.44 Key Issues 

 

Inappropriate New Development - Much of .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƴŜǿ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ΨōƛƎ ōƻȄΩ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

referred to above.  While this has brought shoppers to the town 

during a period of decline, the design values applied are 

unfavourable to the pedestrian and cyclist, and fail to connect the 

area to the town centre and the main shopping area.  In addition, 

this area is the site of the iron and steel works that spawned 

.ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΤ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ-use replacing this should not 

ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ 

disappointing. 
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Figure 3.41 

Lack of Physical Connection Between the Town and the Water -  

Although Barrow is a coastal town, with much of its history and 

growth tied into the docks at the southern end of the town and on 

Barrow Island, as well as the close proximity of the Walney Channel 

and Morecambe Bay for recreational activity, there is little 

relationship, in terms of built form, between the town and the 

water. 

 

Under-Use of Existing Built Assets - Along Abbey Road and Duke 

Street, in particular, are numerous Victorian buildings of 

exceptional aesthetic and historical value, including eight Grade I 

listed buildings.  However, there are a number of buildings within 

the central Barrow conservation area that are not in use or are in 

use only at the ground floor level.  It is important for the town that 

the quality of its buildings is not allowed to deteriorate due to their 

ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŘƛǎǳǎŜΣ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 

to potential residents and investors lies in the value of its Victorian 

buildings.  In addition to the central Barrow conservation area, a 

number of large Victorian houses of merit along Abbey Road are 

not in as good a condition as they would ideally be.  Several of 

these properties have been converted to use as hotels, though they 

are not of especially high value, reflecting the level of demand and 

resulting in the buildings not being in a more than adequate state 

of repair. 

 

.ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ 

revolution.  However, the remains of the built environment created 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǊŜ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

ŘƻŎƪȅŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀǎ an 

important industrial town, and the Dock Museum does well to 

illustrate this, as well as the significance of the Furness Railway and 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǊŀǇƛŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

evidence of industrialisation is to a great degree absent from 

.ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛǊƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜŜƭ ǿƻǊƪǎ 

once stood has become entirely divorced from its presence there. 

 

3.45 Proposals 

 

Introduce a Design Guide 

A design guide would ensure that the quality of urban design in 

future developments is of a standard and type that is preferred by 

the council.  It could be used to guarantee that new development 
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does not follow the flawed pattern of much of the retail units that 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ǳǊōŀƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ 

written and illustrated form in a single document ς usually as a 

Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) ς detailing the rules that 

must be followed by new developments.  These might include a 

need to orientate buildings towards water or main roads and a 

requirement that parking space must be screened in some way.  

Examples of good design could 

be given, to illustrate best 

practice that should be 

followed, as given by the 

Commission for Architecture 

and the Built Environment 

(CABE) on their website and in 

numerous publications.  

Communities and Local 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ (CLG) ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ψ.ȅ 5ŜǎƛƎƴΩ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƎǳƛŘŜΦ 

 

Open up the Town to the Water  

This process has already begun in efforts by Barrow Borough 

Council to purchase land between the town centre and Devonshire 

and Buccleuch Docks, as well as their efforts to re-develop the 

stretch of public footpath adjacent to Buccleuch Dock as part of the 

Promenade Project.  These efforts will be built on by encouraging 

development between the A5087 and the waterfront that allows 

the user to access the waterfront, rather than obscuring it with car 

parking or situating it behind buildings.  Instead, buildings should 

seek to provide active frontages to both the town and the water. 

 

Much of the land between the A5087 and the waterfront is 

inaccessible to the public due to it being formerly in industrial use.  

Efforts will be made to re-develop this land into uses that are more 

amenable to the public, such as retail, offices and public space. 

 

Encourage Utilisation of Existing Built Assets 

While the proposals outlined above consider what can be done to 

guide new developments to enable the successful regeneration of 

.ŀǊǊƻǿΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ 

are used to their fullest extent.  Private investment into the repair 

of buildings of historical importance can be encouraged by schemes 

such as Conservation Area Partnerships, run in cooperation with 

English Heritage to offer grants for refurbishment and repair.  In 

situations in which owners of buildings in Conservation Areas are 

reluctant to keep their properties in good condition, the council can 

use such powers as Repairs and Emergency Works notices to 

ensure that necessary actions take place.  A less direct way of 

encouraging the utilisation of unused buildings is to persuade 

ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ 

groups, as in the case of the Art Organisation, based in Liverpool 

and Nottingham.  The significance of the site of the iron and steel 

Figure 3.42 
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works could be highlighted by the introduction of industrial 

archaeology to that area, in combination with displays and visitor 

information about the history of iron and steel in Barrow. 

 

In addition to these immediate powers though, it will be necessary 

for the utilisation of the central Barrow Conservation Area that 

sufficient demand for office space materialises.  This is linked to the 

economic revival of the town based on the total of its assets, 

including its industrial base, ƛǘΩǎ potential for tourism and as an 

attractive location in which to live.  PPS6: Planning for Town 

Centres (2006) provides much of the impetus for this proposal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.46 Fulfilment of Objectives 

 

Morecambe Bay Objectives 
This underlying theme will help to conserve and promote the 

ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ 

cultural heritage assets.  

 

Barrow Objectives 
It is also intended that the objective relating to the promotion of 

.ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ industrial heritage will be complemented by the 

improvement of its historically associated built environment and 

ǘƘŀǘΣ ƳƻǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

residents. ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ 

environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.43 
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3.5 Waterside Regeneration 
 

3.51 Introduction 

¦ƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƪŜȅ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ƛǎ ƛǘǎ 

waterside location. Barrow is fortunate enough to have an 

extensive and working dock system with a long and prestigious 

history as well as a scenic coastline that is home to an abundance 

of flora and fauna, a fact reflected in its high number of 

environmentally protected sites. However, at present Barrow has 

done little to utilise the attractiveness and potential of its 

waterside location as a tool for reinvigorating the town, its 

economy and people. 

 

3.52 Vision 

To promote waterside regeneration initiatives that help to unlock 

ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƪŜȅ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ !ƭƭ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƛŘŜ 

regeneration initiatives will place high precedence on the need for 

sustainable forms of development that are both environmentally 

sensitive and provide a cohesive, interlinked vision for the future 

Bayside Barrow. 

 

3.53 Current Status 

At present the dock area of Barrow is largely underdeveloped. The 

Docks Masterplan ς Area Action Plan (2006) put forward by Barrow 

Borough Council reveals that a hotel and new housing community 

will be constructed alongside Buccleuch Dock and near to 

Cavendish Dock respectively. However, little provision appears to 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 

heritage other than the increasingly dated-looking Dock Museum.  

 

.!9 {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

with confirmation of orders for a new generation of trident-ready 

vessels the presence of this company in Barrow seems secured for 

the foreseeable future. Therefore any future regeneration attempts 

that may in the future impact upon the operation of BAE must be 

tackled from the outset. Conversely, the ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ continued 

presence in the area offers ample opportunity for collaboration and 

funding potential. 

 

The Coastal Way that travels north from Roa Island along the Bay, 

through the docks area and to the north of the town is in varying 

states of disrepair with poor signage, poor access and inland 

sections of poor design quality and environment. 

 

3.54 Key Issues 

 

Access ς !ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŘƻŎƪ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŦƻǊ those without 

private vehicles. Making the dock area an accessible, visitor-friendly 

environment is critical for any form of development in this area to 

succeed. Access must be sustainable, environmentally sensitive and 

implemented within the wider context of opening up the whole 

coastal stretch. 
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Quality of Landscaping and Public Realm Design ς Waterside 

regeneration initiatives must be anchored with a consistent and 

wherever possible, inspirational design theme. Creating visual 

ǎȅƴŜǊƎƛŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ 

stretch ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎƪ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ǘƻ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ 

bayside as an innovative, exciting and welcoming visitor 

experience. Design ideas must dove-tail into each other and 

ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿǎ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 

than compete with them. 

 

Creating a Visitor Destination ς The most effective way of attracting 

ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ ! 

key anchor site or sites can provide the crux upon which further 

development can occur. At present .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŘƻŎƪǎƛŘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƛǎ 

inadequate for creating tourist carrying capacity. It is therefore 

crucial to build on and learn from the initial successes of the 

existing Dock Museum to drive the visitor economy forward. 

 

Creating Local Ownership ς While most of the dock area is 

ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǎŜŘΣ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ Coastal Way passes near to or through a 

plethora of varying communities, land-use areas and ownerships. In 

order to secure the optimum success of a Green Corridor through 

Barrow a sense of local pride and ownership must be created. A 

community that owns a stake in a local resource will be more 

receptive and protective toward its upkeep and enhancement. 

 

3.55 Actions 

 

Create a Bayside Design Guide ς  

aǳŎƘ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŘƻŎƪ 

site. Further to the proposal outlined in section 3.4 a detailed, 

Bayside design guide will be produced. It is essential that design 

guide principles for any development are grounded in a cohesive 

vision for the area. Design must be wherever possible inspirational, 

environmentally sensitive and contribute to creating a visitor 

attraction site that is greater than the sum of its parts. In order to 

achieve this action a Bayside Design Guide stipulating the design 

vision, principles and guidelines for development will be produced 

for potential developers. Where possible design competitions will 

be encouraged in order to attain the highest possible standard of 

architecture and environmental improvements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 3.51 
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Creation of a Waterfront Partnership 

.ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŜŘΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀ 

unified vision that protects and enhances the quality of the coastal 

stretch it is imperative that local stakeholders are involved in the 

implementation, development and maintenance of the waterfront 

area. Creating a Waterfront Partnership will ensure that 

transformation of the waterfront is coordinated and transparent 

for all stakeholders. It will also play a pivotal role in shaping the 

future economic vision of Bayside Barrow. Previous experience, 

such as the Mersey Partnership, illustrate the success that joined-

up-thinking can have in both the speed and innovation of proposals 

put forward. 

                                                           

 

                                                     Bayside Barrow 
                                                                                                     Partnership 

 

3. Improve Access 

!ǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ 

across the entire coastal stretch. This will be achieved via a three-

pronged approach. An integrated public transport system must be 

secured in order to transport visitors from outside the vicinity to 

the Bayside. Physical improvements to the Coastal Way will be 

undertaken to create a pedestrian-friendly corridor accessible to a  

 

 

variety of users including cyclists, and wheelchair users. The 

existing Coastal Way will be improved and linked into wider 

recreational activity sites in and around the Barrow area; enticing 

visitors to further explore what the Bayside has to offer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.56 Fulfilling Objectives 

 

Morecambe Bay Objectives 
Waterfront regeneration will help to play a part in the wider 
regeneration and rebranding of the area, increasing employment, 
investment and business performance in leisure, sport and 
recreation. 
 
Barrow Objectives 
Successful consolidation of a tourism and marketing strategy will 

greatly assist Barrow in its attempts to become a major activity hub 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ a.ϧ59 wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΦ /ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ 

different tourist sites and indeed with those in the wider region 

means transformation of the local economy will at its greatest 

transformational potential, ensuring quick as well as long term 

gains for the town. 

Figure 3.52 

Figure 3.53 
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3.6 Community and Well-Being 

 

Introduction 

Community and Well-Being are key aspects of a sustainable 

community. Communities that interact with one another are 

overall happier and safer places. Encouraging community 

development and well-being is a difficult task, one which will be 

tackled in the Bayside Barrow AAP. 

 

Vision 

To build a more sustainable social and economic environment in 

which Barrovians can take pride in their town. The development of 

five key sites in Barrow will encourage economic, social and 

physical improvements in the region, as well as improving the 

public realm, creating a better future for the people of Barrow. 

 

Current Status 

Barrow is a region that is in economic and social decline. 

Community aspirations in the region are low, educational 

achievements of young people are below national standards and 

there exists a high volume of out-migration from young people to 

other areas. The Cumbria Quality of Life Survey (2006) notes that  

 

 

Barrow has the poorest sense of community in the Cumbrian area, 

due to a lack of trust between local people and less satisfaction 

with communal areas, (CCC, 2006). 

 

Key Issues 

 

Poor sense of community - A lack of trust, satisfaction with 

communal areas and pride in the Barrow has led to a poor sense of 

community in the area.  The physical location of Barrow means the 

town does is very much segregated from the remainder of the 

Cumbrian region. Such segregation has lead to social isolation 

which combined with a lack of trust, prospects and a poor quality 

of communal areas has led to low levels of pride in the area and a 

relatively poor sense of community.  

 

A Low-Quality Public Realm - Barrow is in need of regeneration, 

particularly in its communal areas. The Cumbria Coastal Way is in 

need of improvement as is both Cavendish and Buccleuch Dock. 

Outdated street furniture, landscaping and public art has created 

an aura of Barrow being Ψstuck in the pastΩ. Parts of the town centre 

have been regenerated whilst other sections remain in desperate 

need of improvement. There exists little continuity and consistency 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ communal areas leading to poor visual 

discourse. However, not all of Barrow is in this state; the Docks 

museum, civic square outside Barrow Town Hall and Forum 28 are 
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examples of good communal areas in Barrow from which lessons 

can be learnt. 

 

A Lack of Pride - Barrow is a region that is rich in industrial heritage, 

has scenic views across Morecombe Bay and has hidden gems in 

the area such as Furness Abbey and Piel Castle. Such landmarks 

should inspire a sense of pride in Barrovians, however, due to the 

poor utilisation of these assets, few locals or tourists visit or 

interact with these features, limiting the sense of pride and 

ownership over the better characteristics of the area. 

 

Actions 
Promote Barrow 

Creating a region to be proud of will increase satisfaction, pride and 

sense of community in the area. Plans to improve tourist facilities 

at Furness Abbey, Cumbria Coastal Way and Cavendish and 

Buccleuch Docks will assist in the achievement of this objective. 

Improving pride in the region will encourage others to visit the 

Barrow area, in turn creating socio-economic conditions that can 

deter the out migration of the younger population in particular. 

 

Create Links with the Wider Region 

The isolation of Barrow, located at the tip of the Furness Peninsula 

adds to the social isolation in Barrow, combined with a lack of trust 

and pride already existing in Barrow. Improved transport links 

including a redeveloped train station, promoted as a gateway to 

Cumbria and the Lake District and an improved Cumbria Coastal 

Walk that links with the NWCT will lessen the physical isolation of 

Barrow. 

 

Creating Visitor Destinations 

Much of the communal space in Bayside Barrow is in a state of 

disrepair. The Coastal Way and Cavendish and Buccleuch Docks are 

communal areas that have little to offer to visitors at present in 

terms of facilities despite offering spectacular views, vistas and 

wildlife. Plans to harness the potential of such sites and create a 

visitor economy will create jobs, encourage further investment in 

the Barrow area and establish visitor destinations from which 

further exploration can occur. 

 

Fulfilling Objectives 

 

Morecambe Bay Objectives 
This theme will conserve and promote the sustainable 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΩs natural assets and develop the 
role of the Regional Park as unifying and binding force in the area. 
 
Barrow Objectives 
Improvements in the quality of life for local residents and all those 

involved in the local area will be achieved, developing  Barrow as an 

integral part of the MB&DE Regional Park and promoting pride in 

.ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦ 
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4.1 Cumbria Coastal Way  

 

4.11 Introduction 

¢ƘŜ /ǳƳōǊƛŀ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ ²ŀȅ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǎǘǳŀǊƛŜǎ ς 

Morecombe Bay and the Solway Firth.  Beginning in the boundary 

of Lancashire and Cumbria the Coastal Way covers the Southern 

Cumbrian peninsulas, including Barrow-in-Furness, edges round the 

LDNP leading to the West coast, along the Solway Firth towards the 

Scottish border.   

 

4.12 Vision 

The Cumbria Coastal Way will provide an easily accessible and 

pleasurable walking experience containing scenic views, an array of 

wildlife and examples of Cumbrian heritage in Barrow. It is hoped 

that the Cumbria Coastal Way will function as part of the NWCT 

from Chester to the Scottish border.  

 

4.13 Current Status 

The section of the Cumbria Coastal Way that is covered by this AAP 

runs from Roa Island, along the coast to the slag heaps located 

north of the town. 

 

The Coastal Way follows a relatively coastal route, however at 

present some parts of the path are located in industrial areas (Gas 

Works and Paper Mill sites) and alongside vehicular routes in  

 

Barrow. Parts of the Cumbria Coastal Way are in serious states of 

disrepair and in some areas comprise little more than a dirt path 

whilst other parts have been recently landscaped. The evidence 

gathering report identified a lack of signage throughout the Coastal 

Way whilst accessibility in locations is also an issue.  

 

4.14 Key Issues  

Disrepair of the footpath - Parts of the Coastal Way footpath are in 

need of repair. Some sections of the path are paved whilst other 

sections are little more than dirt trails. Such inconsistencies cause 

difficulties for walkers, especially in wet and muddy conditions. 

Access for disabled persons is also hindered by the poor quality of 

the footpath. The sections of the Coastal Way that are not in need 

of disrepair are well paved, causing little difficulties for walkers, 

however without a fully accessible footpath the potential of this 

Coastal Corridor is failing to be fully realised. 

 
 

           

 

 

  

Figures 4.11 & 4.12 
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Access to the Coastal Way - The Coastal Way footpath runs 

alongside coastal stretches, industrial areas and vehicular routes. 

Accessibility along this route varies considerably. The section of 

footpath that passes through the 

industrial area has poor permeability 

and would be unsuitable for 

pushchairs, cyclists and disabled 

access. Continuity is also limited, 

with some parts of the footpath 

inaccessible to all users, particularly 

around the eastern Bayside and 

Cavendish Dock. Gates and fences 

are in place in locations that prevent 

users from accessing parts of the 

Coastal Way, and in some parts the 

footpath abruptly ends forcing 

walkers to climb uphill and climb 

over fences to access the next part of 

the footpath.                                                                                             

Signage and Landscaping ς There is no continuity in either the 

signage or landscaping along the Coastal Way. Sections of the 

Coastal Way have been attractively landscaped and are well 

signposted whilst in others the user is left with little indication as to 

where they are or headed toward. Landscaping is also inconsistent, 

with some parts of the Coastal Way bearing similarities to landfill 

whilst others are attractively laid out with fencing, vegetation, 

lighting and public art.  

 

  
                                 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure ?: Example of signage 

Figures 4.13, 4.14 & 4.15 Figures 4.16, 4.17, 4.18 & 4.19 
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  Figure 4.110  
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Figure 4.112  

 

4.15 Proposals 

 
The proposals below are drawn directly from the key issues 

identified and are based upon examples from elsewhere. 

 

1. Footpath Improvements 
Parts of the footpath are in need of repair. As the setting of the 

footpath varies across the bay, examples illustrate that 

complementary materials should be used for each sections of the 

footpath. Materials used for the footpath will differ for rural and 

urban settings, as illustrated by the images below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These images illustrate a different use of materials, Figure 4.110. 

Has an urban setting, with use of existing stone and concrete for 

the footpath. Improvements here will remain consistent with 

existing features. Figure 4.111 demonstrates the use of a sand and  

 

wood based material, to 

complement the existing features 

whilst creating a path accessible 

and suitable for all.  

 

 

 

 

2. Access and Connection Improvements 

Access along the Coastal Way is restricted in parts due to fences 

and gates that prevent access and impede the continuity and 

connectivity of the path. This will be overcome by ensuring all 

sections of the path are clear of such restrictions, making the 

Coastal Way a continuous, accessible coastal corridor.  

 

Additions to the Coastal Way route are also proposed. An 

additional footpath for increased access to Cavendish Dock will 

improve overall access to the five key site proposals, greenway 

extensions and integrated transport structure. 

 

 A re-routed footpath at Cavendish Dock allows for the choice of a 

coastal or more inland walking route. An additional footpath that 

links to Walney Bridge will also increase access to Walney Island. It 

is predicted that tourist and visitor numbers will increase due to 

the interlinking Coastal Way proposals between in this AAP and 

Figure 4.111 
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Figure 4.113 & 4.114 

 

Figures 4.115 & 4.116 

 

Figures 4.117 & 4.118 

 

that of the Walney AAP, facilitating additional access to both 

Cavendish Dock and Walney Island for users. The change of route is 

demonstrated in Figure 3.710 

 

3. Landscape and Street Furniture Upgrade 

High quality landscaping and street furniture will complete the 

upgrade of the Coastal Way, creating an accessible and pleasurable 

walking and cycle environment.  

 

Fencing currently used along parts of the Coastal Way, with 

particular reference to that used in the industrial areas to ensure 

the safety of walkers and prevent access to dangerous industrial 

sites, are made of wire-material, creating a hostile, aggressive 

environment. Changing the material of the fencing to wooden slats 

creates a more open, organic and friendly environment. This style 

of fencing is used in garden and park environments and helps to 

create a more calming feel to the footpaths whilst ensuring a 

secure feel by being able to see through the fencing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The use of vegetation and plants will also improve the landscaping 

and sense of a place along the Coastal Way. Tree and shrub 

planting help create enticing vistas. Examples of this are illustrated 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Street furniture and lighting will make the Coastal Way more 

suitable for older people and families, the use of picnic benches 

and seating will also allow for lunch breaks and lighting will permit 

the use of the Coastal Way after daylight. Public art, similar to that 

of the South West Coast National Trail will also help create a more 

ǳƴƛǉǳŜΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ ²ŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ 

industrial past in the public art will create a mix of nature and 

industry together.  

Figures ? &?: Materials  for footpath improvements 
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4. Signage 

Consistent signage along the Coastal Way route is needed for users 

to complete the walk. The use of signs and maps detailing current 

positions, nearest facilities, rest points, points of interest and 

access to and from the Coastal Way will aid the users of the walk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By improving the landscaping, access and repairing the footpath, 

users with be encouraged to use the footpath, promoting a 

healthier, active Barrow. This additionally supports the Community 

and Well-Being theme.  

  

4.16 Implementation Schedule  

The proposals outlined require an implementation schedule, in 

order to assess the aims, outcomes, indicators, key partners and 

funding sources associated with each of the proposals for the 

Cumbria Coastal Way.  This is demonstrated on the following page. 

The time span for implementation of the overall key site is 

discussed in section 4.3 of this AAP. 

 

4.17 Fulfilling Objectives 

 
Morecambe Bay Objectives 
In terms of the MB&DE Regional Park, the objectives to promote 

ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

supporting the development of the NWCT are met by this proposal.  

 

Barrow Objectives 
The Coastal Way will provide a sustainable, accessible route in and 

around Barrow, promoting and enhancing the natural environment. 

This meets the objectives of improving accessibility and 

transportation in and around Barrow in a sustainable manner, 

enhancing and promoting the natural environment, improving the 

quality of life for the local residents and everyone involved with this 

area and improving the public realm.  

 

 

 

Figures 3.717& 3.718     

 

 

Figures 4.119 & 4.120  
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Implementation Table

  
Action Aims Outcomes Indicator Key Partners  Funding 

Footpath 
Improvements 

To create a continuous 
footpath that does not 
detract from its natural 
setting 

A continuous 
improved and 
landscaped footpath  

When using 
footpath there are 
no potholes, dirt 
tracks or sections 
that cause 
discomfort when 
using them. 

Ramblers 
Association, 
National Trail 

Heart of Barrow, 
West Lakes 
Renaissance, Big 
Lottery Fund 

Access 
Improvements 

Ensure all parts of the 
footpath area are 
accessible to walkers, 
cyclists and disabled 
access. 

A more permeable 
environment that 
allows access to 
walkers, cyclists and 
disabled persons 
creating a sustainable 
and green walking 
route. 

Increase in numbers 
and variety of users 
on Coastal Way.  

Ramblers 
Association, 
National Trail, 
Local 
Community, 
Barrow 
Borough 
Council 

Big Lottery Fund, 
Heritage Lottery 
Fund 

Landscape and 
Street Furniture 

Upgrade 

Improve landscaping; 
introduce public art 
and street furniture 
that reflects the mix of 
industrial heritage and 
natural environmental 
setting of Barrow. 

Landscape features 
that improve safety, 
facilities for all users 
and public art that 
ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƪŜȅ 
assets.  

Number of users of 
Coastal Way, 
community 
perceptions of 
improvements.  

Heart of 
Barrow, 
Ramblers 
Association, 
National Trail  

Arts Council, 
Heritage Lottery 
Fund, Barrow 
Borough Council, 
Heart of Barrow, 
West Lakes 
Renaissance 

Signage Consistent signs and 
maps through Coastal 
Way to aid users. 

Signposting and 
location maps 
throughout entire 
route creating a more 
legible environment.  

Increase in users 
understanding of 
route and increase 
in users. 

Barrow BC, 
Ramblers 
Association, 
National Trail 

Heart of Barrow, 
West Lakes 
Renaissance, 
Barrow BC. 
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4.2 Furness Abbey 
 

 

 

 

 

4.21 Introduction 

Set in the beautiful Vale of Nightshade, a valley toward the north of 

the Barrow site, the extensive red sandstone ruins of Furness 

!ōōŜȅ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ 

the second richest Cistercian monastery in medieval England prior 

ǘƻ IŜƴǊȅ ±LLLΩǎ Řƛǎǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊƛŜǎΦΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

wealth of the abbey is reflected in the quality of the upstanding 

remains. Today the site is one of the most impressive religious 

monuments in the care of English Heritage. 

 

4.22 Vision 

Furness Abbey will establish itself as one of the South Lakes biggest 

tourist draws as a major site of Cistercian and Cumbrian heritage. 

The abbey will become a place of education and recreation where 

this medieval architectural wonder can be exploited, deciphered 

and related to the development of the wider Furness area. It will 

act as a springboard for the further exploration of nearby medieval 

sites within the local area and beyond. Furness Abbey will assume 

ƛǘǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŀǎǘƛŎ 

attractions comparable, in visitor numbers, access and facilities, to 

those of Whitby Rievaulx foundations in North Yorkshire; taking 

visitor numbers from tens of thousands at present to hundreds of 

thousands in the near future. 

 

4.23 Current Status 

The Evidence Gathering Stage Report uncovered that at present 

Furness Abbey is an underutilised asset in the Barrow area. Despite 

the sites significant importance, visitor numbers compare 

unfavourably with other, similar sites both in the Lake District and 

further afield. Although the development of a Greenway to the site 

is underway, the abbey has poor access for those unwilling to walk 

or cycle in the local area. Furthermore, vehicular access to the site 

is difficult and a lack of parking provision currently impedes the 

possibility of significantly increasing visitor numbers.  

 

4.24 Key Issues 

Site Size ς The size of the site is small but located in a breathtaking 

setting. Any development around the site must avoid causing 

damage to the character of the setting and promote facilities 

including education, catering, and information exchange. 

 

Parking Provision ς Greater parking provision is needed to secure 

an increase in visitor numbers that would be sufficient to secure 

the sites status as a major attraction and gateway to Barrow. This 

Figure 4.21 
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would need to be carried out in a way that would not damage the 

appearance or serenity of the abbey site; one of its greatest assets. 

 

Access ς In an increasingly energy-conscious world, access options 

to and from the site need to be as integrated and environmentally 

friendly as possible. At present this site is failing on both of these 

counts. 

 

Education - At present the site is being underutilised as an 

educational and recreational resource. Experience from elsewhere 

indicates that innovative marketing and distinctive visitor-centre 

educational attractions can help boost the profile and uniqueness 

of an existing site of historical interest. In the case of Whitby 

Abbey, North Yorkshire, a combination of innovative architectural 

designs, marketing and events management have proven that the 

merits of an English Heritage Site can be re-imagined and 

strengthened upon an established platform.  

 

 

 

 

 

4.25 Proposals 

The proposals below are drawn directly from the key issues 

identified and are based upon examples from elsewhere, detailed 

in this AAP and the Evidence Gathering Report.  

1. Creating an integrated transport hub 

 

For those tourists visiting the Barrow area, Furness Abbey is 

advantageously situated to act as a northern gateway to the town 

within close proximity to the A590 feeder road into Barrow. The 

development of a three-phased transport development plan would 

help ease congestion problems for vehicles attempting to access 

the town, reduce the carbon footprint of tourists looking to 

experience the attractions Barrow has to offer, and link the key 

tourist sites into one integrated passenger route. 

 

 Development Outcome 

Phase 

One 
1-3 years 

Acquisition of nearby land north of the site 

and first-phase development of (P&R) 

facilities. Improvement of pedestrian 

access from car-park site to Furness Abbey 

Site. Use of Dalton station and walk/cycle 

link. 

 

Increase in capacity 

for tourist numbers. 

Phase 

Two 
3-7 years 

Improvement of facilities at site alongside 

the establishment and marketing of an 

integrated bus system (Barrow Bus) 

between the different tourist sites in the 

area. 

Linking together of 

tourist sites within 

the Barrow Site 

ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ΨŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ 

ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΩ ŦƻǊ 

development. 

Phase 

Three 
7+ years 

Reconstruction and reopening of train 

station at the abbey site.  

Further expansion of P&R facilities 

Consolidation of the 

sites success and 

expanding access 

options. 

 

Figures 4.22& 4.23 
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Figure 4.24 Proposed Transport Development to/from Furness Abbey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and Dalton town walking route 
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