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1.0 Introduction West, will provide the context against which new proposals for
development in the Borough will be assessed.

Barrow is inneedof change. The evidence gathering stage of this | | t @o¥ide an important mechanism for ensuring that future

report revealed a town suffering from a narrow economic base, low development is of an appropriate scale, mix and quality within

aspirations, poor health, continued outigration and a failure to areas to be develagd, changed or conserved, whilst at the same

attract substantial visitor numbers tdsi attractions despite being time promoting measures to raise the overall quality of the
located onthe doorstep ofthe Lake District National Park: ooé environment, ensuring that improvements are sustainable with

(kS |yoa tFNBSal G2dNR&al RNI 630G fSurNPile Sreadiid thd 6GA Bomihubity, A8 G2 (10O
mitigate and where possible transform the fortunes of Barrow and

its surrounding areas. The production of this AAP is tingelas a range of development

opportunities exist within this area of the proposed Regional Park
1.1Role and Purpose of Plan as identified by the baskne evidence report. A key objective of
Whenthe Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 came into thijs AAP is to ensure that opportunities are not considered in
effect, it changed the planning system and required that each jsolation but are instead andned within the context of the overall
Council replace its exigsty land use development plan, UDHth a vision for the MB&DERegional Park. Indeed, this AAP will focus
ySé @ARLI ¢ RSOSE 2 LIVTSiynew plahring systeinK SyphnStke delivery of regeneration withiBayside Barrowthat
has been designed to streamline the planning process, ensures a spatial planning policy framework founded on the needs,
strengthening community involvement and ensuring that all  opportunities and constraits of the area with the ability to meet

decisions made are accountable. Sustainable development is at the the objectives of both the Barrow area and the proposed Regional
core of the plan which balances economic, social and pgrk.

environmental needs.

A o Thjs AAP will identify the distribution of uses alqng mqastal
The Ll oAttt o0S YIRS dzlJ 2F | 4 L2 Wdiriti? fakd2 Cisterdidn cbridd6t daRd ¥héird intedlldfidnséhipsA Y
combination, will deal with the spatial issues that will affect the including the identification of specific site allocatiofs further

people who will live, work and travel to the Borough over the next  development and will establish a timetable for the implementation
15 to 20 years. This framework, together with tR&Sor the Noth

ety
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of these proposals. When setting out what will be delegwhere,

health rates and population projections indicating eunigration of

at what time and by whom, the AAP will also consider the issues of younger generations it becomes clear that Barrow must change in

funding and resource requirements to ensure that the delivery of
its vision is achievable.

1.2 Context

Overview

Barrow acts as a major service centre for the population of Isout
Cumbria. With a population of 70,000 (8.5% of the Cumbrian
population (ONS, 2007i is also one of the largest conurbations in

the region and boasts a large and established shipbuilding industry.

Paradoxically, despite the town having a sizeable redadtor,
protected environmental sites and nationally important
shipbuilding facilities, it is blighted with high economic inactivity
rates and poor educational attainment levels. Economic inactivity
rates stand at 28.2% compared to 23.4% in the North Vst
21.5% nationally and the number of educated persons in Barrow is
significantly low. 13% of persons aged-7 are educated to a
degree level and above whereas 33% of people have no
qualifications (ONS, 200)This will continue to entrench low
economicactivity rates in thearea. The employment structure of
the town is noticeably narrow, with an enormous local reliance on

order to survive in the longerm.

This AAP covers the stretch of the sta corridor from Roa Island
in the south to the slag heaps north of the town. It also covers the
stretch of the Cistercian corridor from Barrow train station to
Furness Abbey (Figurel].

ehntiinl Latate
4 Benow
& cercub Mt Brow
; AGQ My Scales —i 4
I
/, o 5
U] Abtiey . Newdon §
] Furnioss
I 4
Barrow infumess
Leece

- e N {
15l o "h,d, =S S c,)
Vickerslown wWalney Rocerbeck k
A $ &
A
Bigoar
Barrow Site

The two development corridors are situated within the
administrative boundary of the Borough of Barrow. Barrow has
good transportation links within the West Lakes, Cumbria and the

BAE Systems for career deve|0pment prospects_ Such vertical North West DeVEloping the transport infrastructure of Barrow will

AO0NI GAFAOILGARZ2Y 2F GKS G286y Qa
particularly suseptible to global fluctuations. Coupled with poor

e

play @pn{egrapadin seryriggghe sesiipagilgyzand effeciyripsg
of this AAP.
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Creating Transformation

I NNRgQa SO2y2Yeé AyOfdzRSa |
that, if harnessed correctly, are likely to be of great importance to
the future growth and prosperity of both the town and Regional
Park, as outlined in thRE@&nd draftRSS

Barrow is an important centre for industry and commerce,
sustaining shipbuilding industries and a number of major industrial
estates. In addition to the dominance of BAE Systems the town also
operates as a majoregional shopping, service and leisure facility
for the population of the West Lakes. More recently, the Borough
has begun attempts to develop Barrow as a leisure and tourist
destination within the Lake District. . It should be noted that the
dock and waterfront area is becoming increasingly important in
plans totransform the Barrow economy, especially in relation to
tourist revenue. Plans are already underway to secure a hew cruise
terminal gateway into the Lake District, as well as hotel and
residential developments earmarked for construction. Tourism is
set to take a more active role in the planned development of
I NNR 6 Q& 7T dzii dzNB ¢

The town has long been the home of shipilding industries and
has a wealth of maritime heritage including a Dock Museum. The
still wider area boasts a number of older Cistercianthgg sites,
most notably Furness Abbey to the north of the town and Piel

e

Y dfbr tpdrigt devefopnerk. |

Castle, situated on nearby Piel Island which both anipee room
aasia FyR

The quality and appearance of the environment as a whole is very
varied. There are interspersed areas of poor visual and physical
environmental quality in close proximity to beautiful vistas and
landscapes. Furthermore, although the findings of the PPG17
research showed the Borough to be sufficient in greenspace, it
highlighted disparities in access to and the quality of greenspaces in
certain areas of the Borough. A good illustration of this fact is the
Cumbria GastalWayrunning from south to north alag the site. It
offers views of both inspiration and degradation.

1.3SWOT Analysis

The preparation of this AAP involved taking into account the local
community, businesses and other stakeholders from the outset, in
an effort to build a holistic view of where and how regeneration
initiatives should be guided along the two development @ors in
order to maximise the benefits it can and should bring to local
people. Community support and involvement has been
instrumental in securing a sound spatial planning policy framework,
allowing the key matters of concern to be taken into accoune Th
first stage of the preparation of this DPD included gathering an
evidence base.

The findings were summarised in a report that sets the Hame
position for the preparation of this AAP. The evidence report

A 4
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identified the broad issues facing Barramd some development North West . In response to the appraisal and analysis undertaken,
options along the twd€orridors of opportunitf2 Drawing on these the preferred strategy selected to be brought forward as pairt

findings, an analysis of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities this AARS | &  (skafBable’ Todzism and Regeneratipni NI 4 S3& Q@
and threats (SWOT)was undertaken. This led to the further

identification of key decision areas whiglould become the focus National Policies
for this AAP. The SWOT analysis and key decision areas are set out l

in Appendix Aof this document. ( . )
Policy Context

1.4 Development of Preferred Strategy
Following the policy making process, the objectives for this AAP SubRegional Context
were set and the decision aas decidedIn order to establish the

preferred strategy a sustainability appraisal of each option was

Local Context

undertaken using criteria from the draft RSthe criteria are < | J
detailed in Appendix A, Table 18he options that scored well in - \
sustainability termsg combination of high economic growth, green \ Area Vision )

agenda and iconic developmgntvere chosen and the preferred

strategy identified. A summary of the stages in this process is ( Development/Refinement of Area A
outlinedin Figure 1.2. L Visions )
The full details of each of these stages to the identificattbrthe ( ) )
preferred strategy are set out iAppendix A Crosshoundary L Development of Ptions )
working forms an important part in the preparation of any AAP, , l .
and Barrow group have ensured that the options selected Appraisal of @tions

complemented those in the surrounding areas, most notdoly l

Walney, in order to achieve an overall cohesive vision for the area ( . . )
¥ Identification of Preferred @tion

as a wholeg which will make it a key recreation resource of the \ J
Figure 1.2
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2.0 Overview of Strategy

2.1 The Context of the Barrow Strategy
The vision statement and objectives for Barrow will be set out
within the wider context of the development of th&1B&DE

To develop and promote a wide range of high quality leisure and
touristfacilities and events

To support the development of thdWCTand provide good
access to regional park resources

To play a part in the wider regeneration of the area by increasing
employment and enhancing business performance in leisure, sport

and recreation and other Park related business sectors and
retaining and attracting economidevelopment and high level
skills more generally

e To develop the role of the Regional Park as a unifying and binding
force in the area.

Regional Park. The vision statenmdor the MB&DE RegionabFk
as a whole is:

The internationally important wildlife assets, outstamgl estuary
landscapes and rich maritime cultural heritage are recognised as
the defining features of theMlB&DE 8b-region which is widely
regarded as an attractive place in which to live, work and play. The
MB&DE Regional Park is seen as playiogrdral role in: promoting
the conservation and sustainable development of the areas natural
built and cultural heritage; delivering a high quality leisure and
tourism experience; improving accessibility; and contributing to
change, regeneration and newviestment. The regional park is
appreciated as a valuable, unifying and binding force in the area.

The vision statement and objectives BaysideBarrow have been

developed withinthis wider context and relatetb the type of area

that Barrow is ascertainedhrough the evidence gatheringtage of

' this report. With this in mind, theBarrow development strategy
through this AAHulfils the MB&DE Regional Park objectives and
reflects the aspirations set out by thRegional Park objectives and
vision.

The objectives borne out of this vision statement are: 2.2Vision Statement
« To develop a distinctive identity and positive brand image of the Barrow will establishitself asthe Western gateway to th1B&DE
MB&DESubRegion Regional Parkoffering exemplary sustainable transport links to the
e To conserve angiromote the sustainable development of the  wider region. A successful visitor economy will be established
wSIAZ2YFE tFN]Qa Yyl Gdz2NF £ = 6dzhf G throygR the drihandaderit arkdhMatibradd the BuiltSadi ratural
environment, as well as active marketing and branding of the area.
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Throwgh this, job diversification will be achieved, and the quality of 2.4 Components of Strategy

life for local people will be raise®uilding a Better Future for The mainroad themesf this strategy are high economic growth
Bayside Barrow and green, ecdriendly development, with iconic development

features also beingnimportant consideration
2.30bjectives
A number of objectives have been put in place to meet the The more detailed thematic proposals stemming from the
aspirations ofthe visionstatementabove;these objectives wilbe Preferred Strategy consist of:
achieved through the proposals put forward in tAiaP

e Accessibility and Transport

e To develop Barrow as an integral part of thiB&DERegional e Marketing and Tourism
Park, providing urban facilities and services within the park e Built Environment
e To improve accessibility and traggmstation in and around Barrow o \Waterside Regeneration
in a sustainable manner e Community and WelBeing
e To promote and use the industrial heritage of Barrow to attract
people to the area The key develoment sites can be seen on the Kela@am(Figure
e To realise the benefits of the built environment 2.1), they have beenutlined as

e To enhance and promote the natural environment

e To improve leisurand recreation facilities

¢ To develop a successful and thriving visitor economy, through the
emergence of a largeurist market

e The Cumbria Coastal Watretching up from Roa Island to
the north of Barrrow town centre
Furness Abbey the enhancement of a tourist attraction
e To diversify the economic base with thu_s far unrealised potential.
e To improve the quality of life for the local residents and everyone Cavendish Ddox a new Watersports @ntre.
involved with this area e Buccleuch Docka new Naval Mseum
e Toimprove the public realm e Barrow Train Stationg to undergo a comprehensive
redevelopmentasan attractive gatewaynto the town and
Regional Park.

ety
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2.5Key Diagrantrigure 2.1)

o Key Site

’ Coastal Path Environmental
Improvements and Better Signage.

Lod Gateway

. Public Art/Sculpture Installations and
General Public Realm Imporvements

. Heritage Development
~ DockArea
Town Centre

Triangle of Opportunity







3.0Decision Areas theme of transport also details a programme of implementation as
this theme requires specific transport related development. The
chosen five key sites will deliver the five key themes and the
objectives for Barrow and the MB&DE Regional Park.

3.1 Introduction

This AAP identifies ten decision areas, five key themes and five key
sites which are integral to achieving the vision for Barrow detailed
on page 4 and 5The five key themes chosen are:

e Transport

e Marketing and Tourism

e Built Environment

e \Waterside Regeneration
e Communityand WellBeing

The vision and identification of these five key themes are detailed
individually in this AAP. The vision of each theme is to be achieved
through the development of the five key sites:

e Cumbria Coastal Way
e Furness Abbey

e Cavendish Dock
e Buccleuch Dock
e Barrow Train Station

The proposed development of these five key sites is detailed
individually in this AAP. Actions proposed for each development
and an implementation programme for each key site are given. The

ety
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3.2 Accessibility and Transport 3.23 Currert Site Status

3.21Introduction

Transport and accessibility is a key issue in supporting the
regeneration of Barrow, and to make the town and surrounding
coastal stretch an attractive place for tourists to visit. Being the
largest urbancentre within the MB&DE study ared&arrow will
become one of the main gateways into thRegional Park, and
requiresa transport infrastructure that can support this gateway
status. Not only is it important for people to be able to travel
around eaily within the Barrow areat is also impaant to provide
reliable and sustainable transport links between Barrow and other
areas within the Regional Park, as well tia broader scale to draw
tourists in.

Barrow currently suffers from sevex accessibility issues with
regard toroad access. The most direartd main road access route
into Barrow is via the A590Due to reliability of this main artery,
the road becomes very busy amdffers from serious congestion.
The only other road access when coming from the Ulverston
direction, is along tB A5087 the Coastal route), howeverthis
route takes longer due tas indirectness, following the coast down
to Barrow. Around the town itself, congestion can alse la
LINPOEf SYS SalISOAFffte FNRdzyR nLlY gA
working day This causeadditional traffic problems in the town
centre, as well as on the AB.

3.22V|S|9n _ _ Barrow has had successful experimentation with the Greenways
Barrow will become a gateway into thelB&DE Regional Park Network scheme. Greenways are seen &S 62 NJ] 2F f I NE

suppqrted by asustallnable transport. strategy_. A reliable and free offroad routes connecting people to facilities and open spaces
sustainable transport infrastructure will be put in place to support in and around towns, cities and to the courdtry R(Befignere
the regeneration of Barrow, and contribute to the connectivity of Borough CoungiR008

the Regional Park as a place which people will want to travel
around. This transport strategy will deal with the increase in visitor
numbers brought about by the developments taking placeuac
Barrow by introducing new means of moving visitareund, as
well as promoting the existing green transport networks.

Current Greenway Network routescludethosealong the Cumbria
Coastal Way and a route that goes through the heart of central
Barrow, up along the length ofolhey Road to Furness Abbeyhis
Greenway also passes the other direction, acrosthe bridge to

ety
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Walney Island. Asreenway is also being implemented along the
A590 by the Docks museum and by the big retail units.

Figures 3.21 & 3.22

The Westfield Trail Greenwaoute runsfrom Rampside up tthe
Salthouse Mills in Barrow, forming part of the Cumbria Coastal
Way, the Cistercian Way and Cumbria Cycle Way along its route.
ThisGreenway route isa multiuser routeused byboth walkers and
cyclists. It provides views out acroghe channel to Walney kshd,

and has provemopular with local people.

The following pictures show the Greenway along the coast
between Rampside and Barrow. erld there exists goodsignage
and path surfacing along this route, but this is not maintained as
the path nears the Salthouse Mills in Barrow.

10

gty

The Cumbria Coatsal Way within the area covered by this AAP runs
between Rampside ral Barrow. At times it forms part of the
Westfield Trail Route. The signage and path surfacing along the
Westfield Trail stretch of the path is good and invititmyusers.
However,at other points, particularly arounthe Salthouse Mills,

the pathdeteriorates;there is no sigage, poor surfacing, and little

in the way of furnitue for the people travelling ahg it to use. The
route of the path around the Salthouse Mills not only loses the
view of the coast, but ab appears unimiting and could potentially
deter userdrom continuing to explore

Stage Coach is the bus operator in this area and Transpennine
Express runs train services to Barrow. Barrow is well connected to
the rest of the regiorthrough public transport. By rail, ¢ne are
direct services tcCarlisleand Manchester, as well annecting
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servicesto the surrounding areas. Millom, Ulverston, Kendal,
Carlisle and Preston are allcassible from Barrow on the bus.
Overallthere existsa good public transport netwdr connecting
Barrow to the wider region.

3.24 Key Issues

- iIs a serious problem both within Barrow at
rush hour and at the broader scale of providing access into Barrow
from the rest of theRegional Park area. A sustainable transport
infrastructure is needed for Barrow to handle the extra visitors the
proposed developments this AAP will attract.

Thereare stretches of the Cumbria Coastal
Way that are in major need of repair. Rosurfacing has
consequences foeyclist anddisabled accessThere is also a lack of
signage to guide tourists'he current stretch of the path running
behind Salthouse Millbuildingsis secluded, unpleasant and feels
unsafe. Travelling behind this building also means that the coastal
view is lost and at this point the Coastaly goes further inland,
only to rejoin the waterfront aBuccleuch Dock. As a resulsitars
are denied the stunning views out onto Roosecote Sands and over
to Piel Islandrom Cavendish Dock

e

Figure3.25

is the mainrailway station in the area, and
though modern, with the huge expected inceea in visitor
numbers in Barrowt does not currently act as sufficientgateway
imagefor the town. It does not clearly link into the towsentre,
nor function effectively as a multi transport mode interchange.
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3.25 Proposals
This mapshows the proposals for the new transport infrastructure in relation to the key sites set out in this AAP.
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The first transport proposal is a neark and Rie (P&R)site
located across the road from Daltohospital, within walking
distance of Furness Abbey&Rschemeshave been successful in
other areas which have experienced heavy visitor flows, and have
proved a successful way of managing their movement. For
example Chesterhas four P&Rsites around the Chester area,
providing 3170 parking spas in total. The P&&ervice in Chester

is the fourth largest in the country, moving around 1 million
passengers every yeaFollowng the Chester example, the P&R
system for Barrow would provide free parking, and then issue
people return tickets (or day tickets) to travel ohet buses for a
worthwhile price (Chester Tourisr200§.

This is the firsphase in accommodating a largecrease in visitor
numbers to the Barrowarea. The Barrow P&Rite would be
located by the hospital as this area does not suffer from congesti
problems, unlike the A590, andould thusbe able to cope with the
additional traffic thatthe placement of a P&Rite would bring.
This P&Rsite wodd also serve the hospital, but in particular,
accommodate the large increase in numbers to Furness Abbey.

The P&Rfacility would transportpassengers into Barrowown,
towards the retail centreas well as providing a drop off / pick up
point atthe following areas:

e

e Furness Abbey

e Barrow train station

e The Docks Museum

e The new Naval Museum

e Cavendish Watersports Centre

e Roa Island for visitors wishing to enjoy the Cumbria Coastal
Way

This systemwould cover a comprehensive route around Barrow
and would run regularly, meeting theeeds of the customershe
scheme will be promoted dt¢he wayo travel around Barrow and
the best way to access the exciting tourist attractions tbwn has

to offer. By convincingeople to ug the P&Rscheme and as ach
leaving their cars outside Barrow town centre, the nprmoposed
developments will not exacerbatthe existingtraffic congestion
problem. The P&Rscheme will also be aimed at nédlgr commuters
into Barrow as an alternative, quicker way of getting itdarn. For

the proposed development sites P&®Il be particularly important
considering the restricted number of car parking spaces at each
site, due to sizdimitations. The majority of the proposed sites in
this AAP will only offedisabled parkingonsite, as well as some
limited staf parking. Therefore the P&heme is integral to serve
these new developments and move the visitors around Barrow
effectively.
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Over a longer time period, with the develmgnt of tourist lines long term future and underpinning investment in its
attractions it is expected liere will be a greater demanglaced maintenance.
upon the transport infragucture. To meet this challengbe P&R
site will be extended across the road to theonth of the site to
provide additonal parking spaces, and more busgsovided to The Coastal Way f 2y 3 . | NNEP goleé willgbe adpisidd N2 vy (i
move passengers arountd area. slightly, bringing the patharound to the front of Cavendish Doak

order to create a continuous coastal corridbmprovements to his

walking and gcling path willmake the coastal elk more accessible
Barrow Train Station will be redeveloped as an impressive Regional and visitorfriendly. The Westfield Trail which forms teeenway
Park gateway station, and this site will provide a transport hub part of the Coastal Way will be extended slightly beyond the end of

(park and ride pick up/drop off point, bus stop and taxi rank). the Salthouse Mills as far as Roose Train station, to provide easier
Over time it is expected that with substantiahcrease in visitor access to this part of the greenway. Behind thehsalse Mills, the
numbers to Furness Abbey, it will become financially feasible to Greenway will be extened up to Roose train station allowing
rebuild and open the train station on this site, as it is on than people easyaccesdo this woncerful asset from the train link.he
trainline into Barrow. Visitors will be able taarrive directly at Coastal Way will be extended up from Roose train station to
Furness Abbey on flic transport, providing them with the option Furness Abbey, resultinn anextensive jntegrated, and accessible

to abandon their cars entirely whenisiting the site and town. Greenways area

The train station at Roose will also be promoted as a gateway to

the Cumbria Coastal Way around Cavendish Dock, asawdhe 3.26 Implementation

new watersports centre and naval museuim this area, which The proposals outlined require an implementation schedule, in

again will providepeople with good access directly into Barrow  order to assess the aims, outcomes, indicators, key partners and
without the need of acar. Along with promoting the use of the  funding sources associated with each of the proposals for

N} Afgle I NRBdyR GKS tFN]Z GKS OZhedsibNdiatrandpdrt. 2rife tithe sfan for itbeéh@ton & Q I
promotion of Barrow as a much larger visitor destinationl wil  the overall key site is discussed in sectioRof this AAP

underpin medium term improvements in rail services, securing the

ety
A 4



3.27 Fulfilling Objectives

One of the MB&DE Regional Park objectives is to support the
development of theNWCTand provide good access to regional
park resources. There is no doubt that this proposed transport
strategy for Barrow supports this objective, as there is a heavy
emphasis on improving the nature @rroute of the Coastal Way,
providing good access to @nd integrating it with other propose
attractions on the waterfronthat will play an important part in the
promotion of the Regionaldk as a whal.

Improving accessibility antfansport will play a large part in the
wider regeneration of the areajncreasing employment and
businessperformancein leisure, sport and recreation and other
Park related business sectors and retaining and attracting economic
development. Asustainabletransport infrastructure will attract
investment to the area and encaoage people to visit Barrow as an
accessible and integrated arearhis will prove vital to the success
and ongoing enthusiasm of ouriseire and recreation proposals,

e

such as the museum and watersports centre, in turn ensuring job
creation.

This proposal supports the objective gfutting in place a
sustainable transport system. It will also help Barrow to become an
integral part of the Park by improving accessibility into the area,
and enmuraging more people to visit It will alsoencourage the
protection and enhacement of the natural environment, reducing
congestion in tke town, as well as promotinGreenwaysand the
Coastal Trail as walking and cycling routes. This transport strategy
should also contribute towards improving thgudlity of life for
residents,reducing congestioand pollutionin and around Barrow,

as well as providing them witmaattractive recreational facility and
peoplefriendly mode of transport for moving around the area.

A 4



Implementation Table

=L RRI6(E To provide Barrow will be able Number of people  Stagecoach, Barrov Barrow Borough
[ylellEElieilelyl sustainable to cope with the using the park and  Borough Council,  Council, Cumbria

transport for increase in visitor ride, traffic statistics Cumbria County County Council,
people to use numbers, congestior for the Barrow area. Council, West NWDA
when travelling  will not be Cumbria
around the exacerbated. Community
Barrow area. Transport, local
community
Cumbria To make the There will be better Number of people  Ramblers West Lakes
oL IRNENVE Cumbria Coastal surfacing and enjoying the route, Association, Renaissance,
lloel=nlcnel Way accessible  facilities for those and visitor feedback. National Trail, Local Heart of Barrow,
and an enjoyable using the path, and Number of visitors Community, Big Lottery Fund,

Barrow Train
Station
Redevelopmen

Furness Abbe
Train Station
Development

experience

To provide an
impressive
gateway at
Barrow into the
Regional Park

To provide easy
public access to
this great local
asset

an improved route

Train station will be

more aesthetically

pleasing, creation of

public space and a
transport
interchange, better
facilities

Achieving direct,
efficient access to
Furness Abbey

e

using the path and
new attractions
Number ofpeople
using the train
station, number of
new businesses

investing in this area

The number of

people using public
transport to access i

Barrow Borough
Council

National Rail, BT,
local community,
Heart of Barrow,
local businesses,
Barrow Borough
Council, Cumbria
County Council
English Heritage,
National Rail,
Barrow BC

Heritage Lottery
Fund

West Lakes
Renaissance,
NWDA, Barrow
BC, NWDA,
Cumbria Conty
Council, Heart of
Barrow

Barrow BC,
Cumbria County
Council, Heritage
Lottery Fund
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3.3 Marketing & Tourism

3.31Introduction

Tourism and marketing of the Barrow area is extremely important
to securing the success of the development sites as a resource for
local people as well as an attractive destination for visitors /
tourists and inward investors.

Barrow is home to a rangef ecreational activities, businesses,
industries and residential units. Raising awareness and promotion
2F GKS IINBFQad RAaAUGAYOUAOSYSaa
be a central tenet of the plans offered within this report. This AAP
will concertrate its efforts on achieving success in attracting visitors
to projects that are sustainable and will act as a catalyst to spur on
further inward investment.

3.32Current Status

The 2001 census revealed that the population of the Borough of
Barrow was approximately 70,000 people, which is around 20% of
local people living within the catchment area of the proposed

Barrow is host to a diversity of recreational facilities including
fishing, cycling, rambling and boating opportunities; and boasts
several medieval heritage sites. It also has two wildlife sanctuaries
and some of the best windsurfing conditions in thauntry located

on nearby Walney Island (only accessible through Barrow).
However, despite an abundance of local attractions the area lacks a
cohesive vision and as such has been overshadowed by other
towns within South Cumbria. The Borougas bega attemps to
establish itself as a leisure and tourist destination, drawing on the
towns proud and recognised maritime history and heritage, most
pngticepbly ih, ths gonggryctiop ;pf thg Pock Muggum IR hag /gy g 5
seen year on year increases in visitor numbers over,QZD
persons. However, beyond the Dock Museum tourist facilities are
sparse and unconnected and little incentive exists to draw visitors
from one location to another. Such fragmentation is detrimental to
creating a sustainable carrying capacity for tourtsevelopment.

3.33Key Issues

Marketing ¢ As a tourist destination Barrow is poorly appreciated
andmarketed.Aside from the relative success of the Dock Museum
there is relatively little external promotion and branding of the key
features that could draw visitors from further afield and as a result

regional park and South Cumbr{®NS, 2007)It is within one YiEye 2F GKS G26yQa | a4a8Ga I NB y2i
K2dzZNRA& OFNJ RNAGS 2F YIFIe22N) NBIA2ylf OAGASE adzOK |a [/ FNIAAtS ||y
Lancaster.

e
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Furthermore, many local people are unaware oé thenefits and development in the area the accommodation offer in the area must
facilities that are available to use on the waterfront. expand and offer a wider rangé offer beyond the lowmidrange.

Promotion¢ Barrow and its sites of interest are poorly promoted, Educationc Educating local residents and visitors on the historical,

most pedestrian access points to these sites are poor, hidden and Odzf G dzN> f | yR Sy @ANRYYSyalt | aLlSod
unmarked, there exists a lack of maps, sighage atefrpretation important part of any marketing strategy. Raising the profile and
boards to encourage visitors to travel to different sites of interest I LILINBOA | G A2y 2F . FNNRBgQa KSNRGF3S

and there is a lack of facilities for users of the waterfront and enhancement.
coastal path i.e. benches, bins and access points. Many areas of the

coastal path are badly surfaced, disicaging people with special

needs to use the coastal path (for example, wheelchair or pram

users) and a poor quality environment presents a poor image for 3.34Actions
visitors and a disincentive to potential users.

Creation of a Transformational Marketing Strategy

Conflicting Interests, The evidence gathering rept revealed that A detailed marketing strategy will identify target user groups of the
a section of the Barrovian community is sceptical towards the area for example, recreational users, tourists, visitors or/and the
benefits of having additional tourists in the area. There also exists |gcal community and how often theyisit the sites identified. This
a potential conflict of interest between increasing footfall and  wjl| establish the most efficient and cost effective method needed
visitor use of the waterside and the peztion of environmentally to deliver a brand and marketing structure. Appropriate expertise
designated waterside sites. This could prove problematic for the il be recruited who will be able to use their professional
marketing and promotion of activites and facilities.  knowledge to maximise the bnaling and marketing potential of
Barrow, giving it a fresh image and promoting the new and
Hotels & Accommodatiom ! G LINBA&SY d . I NNB 6 Q dnprévEIORNied Riatl thé Yegeneration programmes have
offer is limited and underdeveloped aside from an existing, small brought. Wherever possibjecrosspromotion between sites and
B&B offer. In order to attract and sustain further tourist events will be harnessed for maximum exposure

ety
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Target Audiences: Use of Media Facilities

e Local Encourage local use, awareness, pride and ownership To take advantage of the media facilities available both locally and
2T . INNRPgQa laasSda | yR KSN (natdriky the strategy will be mulg facetted with utilisation of

e Lake District VisitorsTo attract more othe 8million plus newspapers, TV, websites, posters, leaflets and published guides
visitors per annum to the National Park, on the doorstep of for tourism and recreational pursuits. International visitors to the
the Barrow area, to aoe to Barrow as part of their visit and Lake District National Park will also be encouraged to visit the site
LINEY20GS WO2YLX SYSy il NEBQ KS NAhraugh8dvertiging at&eyroudstigiaadsprodddgigfarndation gt R
retail/service attractions. the international airports of Manchester and Liverpool and

e Regional To attract a large share (and diversion from other northwest train stations. This will help in promoting events that are
UK attractions) of day and short break visitors from taking place and facilities that may interest people. Using local and
Liverpool, Mankester and Blackpook broadening the national press to adveide significant events, such as a competition
WNEIA2YyFEQ 2FFSN® for architects to design a new building or artwork, will raise the

e Nationat In the longer term, a new Naval Museum and Pprofile of the site and encourage people to get involved.
reinvigorated Furness Abbey will become national
attractions akin to R.M.S Britannia, H.M.S Belfast, Gosport 9 EAaGAy3 2yt AyS AyF2NNIGA2Y F2NJ

Submarine Museum and Whitby Abbey oftK Yorkshire. is sparse angboorly developed MB&DERegional Park and Barrow

e Niche Marketing of Groupsncluding mature heritage as part of thisis in need ofa uniform tourist information website.
visitors; members of the National Trust amgiish Heritage With an established website, other features could be added to this
as well as orhology and wildlife markets; walking, site to increase visitor numbers to the site including

rambling and cycling enthusiasts; watersports and -sea accommodation offers and online attraction discounts. Links on the

based activityd NB dzLJa  O2 YLIX SYSy G+ NB @580 &Kk&S vHRMdwle gotyROs@hsior aitractions O

facilities of the Lake District National Park. WB ONB I U A 2yy BFELIERAVEAyiEvSEadRB ufdipEofote
various visitor attractions, activity opportunities and visitor facilities
available in and around Barrow. A website is an accessible Barrow
resource thatis available 24 hours, relatively cheap to maintain and

ety
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can reach any type of audience who may be interestedisiting windsurfing conditions must aim to secure as many wdiased

the area and comptient similar facilities for the Regional Park. events as possible. The recent decision to suspend motorboat
racing on Lake Windermere is just one exdenof a major event
2 o that hasbeen capitalised on in Barrow. The Tall Ships Race, a sailing

event on an international event could as easily begin in Barrow as
Liverpool, securing national and international attention which
Barrow could yield.

Figure 3.32

Welcome to Barrow

The windsurfingchampionships on nearby Walney Island also

welcome to fun! provide an excellent opportunity for Barrow to promote itself as
the surfing capital of the Bay and the Lake District, with tangible
Figure 3.31 NESI NRad® . NNRosQa ySgte ONBIFIGSR D
local and nationarunning and cycle competitions, promoting the
Events Promotion region as healthy and active location

Securingnajor events can help elevate the status of a town or city
in a relatively short space of time. In Liverpool and Manchester the
securing of European Capital of Culture 2008 and tHe@@mmon

Wealth Games respectively quickly put both cities on the map.
Barrow with its excellent waterside location, dock system and

Figure 3.33
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3.35 Fulfilling Objectives
DAGSY GUKS | NBFIQ& | odzyRFyOS 2F YSRASGFE KSNARGFIAS . FNNRg 0O2dz R
itali havi I lar si hasF A
capltg ise on having se.v(_-:‘ra specta_cu ar -SlteS su_c as urr.less bbeyMorecambe Bay Objectives
or Piel Cate for festivities. A Cistercian heritage festival for . . . o .
. . . This underlying theme willelp to develop a distinctive identity and
example has the potential to draw huge visitor numbers with . : . .
. . positive brand image of the MB&DE SRbgion.It will help to
crowd-pleasing costumes, renactments and fayres. Additionally, . . . .
. . . . develop and promote a wideange of high quality leisurend
Furness abbey could be linked to other religious attractions in the tourism facilities andevents evelon the role of the.regional
bay, IOt GZRAY3 [ FNIYSCZ (G0 tSaSNE b aRIEACYPUS FEHR Page o YRR ¢
. . park as a unifying anliriding force In the area.
temple and several of the stone circle sites found throughout

Cumbria. o
Barrow Objectives

This theme will helpdevelop a successful and thriving itos
economy with the emergence of a large tourist market
underpinned by a strong marketing strategy theses theindustrial
heritage of Barrow to attict people to the area.

Figure 3.34

The securing and promotion of major events and festivities in
Barrow would drive forwardegeneration and inward investment
to the area, but more importantly it would inspire local confidence
in the town and its role in both the Regional Park and Cumbria.

V o
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3.4 Built Environment Furness Abbey, situated in a peaceful valley to Mweth of the
town. While its assets are clear, there are also significant problems
e
. oA A . ifi [ .
CFNNRG6QA oOdAfd SYPANRYYSyl( Aa 1\A€;§ble e Ru? Ag%f%{\[]é P, Emean Coatl i g
. . . . . ay that are currently rtisown or In lowvalue uses.
of life of itsresidents. As the largest settlement in the Regional
tFNJZ FYR Fa 2yS \EeSternpdtedvays, brdpfQa LINR LI2 & s§
A . A Much, of the.new gev ment tq have n place.o forme

INNBSQA NBfSa Aa (G2 LINEOARS [Mucholhegw f?p? = -?ﬁ?é??%]% ND -y
environment that confers a positive and interesting experience on industrial site betwen Walney Road and the Walney Channef is

.. a post >SHNg exp YIRS dzZJ 2F WoA3d G2 E-SpanNBuiberaftof dzy A G A
the visitor, as well as improving the quality of life and the

ercentions of the resident visual interest. In addition, existing assets are catrently being
P P ' capitalised on, such as the fine Victorian housing on Abbey Road.

3.42Vision

. FNNR Q& AYRdAzAGNR I € KSNAGF3AS o]
architecture give it a unique position in the Regional Park. As such
(KS (26yQa odAflG SYGANRYYSy( A &PRPIAR VNG NIPeyrdent M o - | PNE 2
will be protected and enhanced for the benefit of visgoand B?QS f, 2LJysyud AK I a ¥ I'f‘ ts R, uz ¥ f 2 ~
residents alike. The circumstances that gave birth to Barrow are SEAauAy3 laasuaz NbadAuAy3 Ay UKS
exceptional in British history: this must be emphasised and referred to above. While this has brought shoppers to the town
celebrated. Likewise, new development must be in accordance during a period of decline, the design values applied are
GAGK (KS KAIK adlyRENRa 27 rfsa vyarourile i theppdesyian apdgexelist;and,fail doscongest fhe » 5
FYR YFERS (G2 68 al¥8 FyR | 0085aarded® the Dy cenieandtihs mais €opping;arga; dn agglition,

this area is the site of the iron and steel works that spawned

. NNB 6 Q& SEA &G SugeOrBplacing ks Shouldé € | v F

3.43Current Site Status Y18 by e NEFSNBY 08 i 2 6 KOS i26y
: -y e u u u (
The built form of this part of the Regional Park is diverse, ranging e

L . disappointing.
from the Victorian gothic of the town hall and the Duke Street area PP g
of Barrow to the tranquil village at Roa Island and the remains of

3.44Key Issyes - R .
'Yy R Ala NJA OK f S3l Oe 271 + A
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Figure 3.41
Lack of Physical Connection Between the Town and the Water
Although Barrow isa coastal town, with much ots history and
growth tied into the docks at the southeend of the town and on
Barrow Island, as well as the close proximity of the Walney Channel
and Morecambe Bay for recreational activity, there is little
relationship, in terms of built form, betweethe town and the
water.

UnderUse of Existing Built AssetsAlong Abbey Road and Duke
Street, in particular, are numerous Victorian buildings of
exceptional aesthetic and historical value, including eight Grade |
listed buildings. However, there are a number of buildings within
the central Barrow conservation arehat are not in use or are in
use only at the ground floor level. It is important for the town that
the quality of its buildings is not allowed to deteriorate due to thelr
FILftAy3a Ayid2 RAA&AdzZASE | & YdzOK

e

to potential residents and investors lies in the value of its Victorian
buildings. In addition to the central Barrow conservation area, a
number of large Victorian houses of merit along Abbey Road are
not in as good a condition as they would ideally be. Several of
these properties have been converted to use as hotels, though they
are not of especially high value, reflecting the level of demand and
resulting in the buildings not being in a more than adequate state
of repair.

CFNNR S Qa KAAG2NAROFE AYLERNIFYyOS fA
revolution. However, the remains of the built environment created

08 UKS G26yQa AYyRdzZAGNRA L § KAalz2NEe
R201@IFINRa NS (GKS Y2ad 200aR2dza NB
important industrial town, and the Dock Museum does well to
illustrate this, as well as the significance of the Furness Railway and

0KS AYRdAZAUGNAIfA&lLIOGA2Y GKFG € SR G2
evidence of industrialisation is to a great degree atisfrom

. FNN2gQa fFyRaoOl LISo ¢tKS ardsS 2y

once stood has becomentirely divorcedrom its presence there.
3.45 Proposals

Introduce a Design Guide
A design guide would ensure that the quality of urban design in
future devebpments is of a standard and type that is preferred by

the c?urﬂ\?ll It ;: Id be usSLJnggtfaramef th% Reyv devslolﬁgent -
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does not follow the flawed pattern of much of the retail units that development between the A5087 and the waterfront that allows
KIS 0SSy 02y aidNHzOGSR Ay NBOSY lthelugeNiGaccess the waterfront, MiNG thad HbscDhg iawitlh dary S @
parking or situating it behind buildings. Instead, buidgirshould
¢tKS O2dzyOAf Qad LINAYOALX Sa 27T 3 2<dktodedldild aytive Ré&tadedty botld thef tdwn abdbthe &elell. 2 dzi
written and illustrated form in a single documentusually as a
Supplementary Planning Docume(8PD) ¢ detailing the rules that Much of the land between the A5087 and the waterfront is
must be followed by new developments. These mhignclude a inaccessible to the public due to it being formerly in industrial use.
need to orientate buildings towards water or main roads and a Efforts will be made to relevelop this land into ses that are more
requirement that parking space must be screened in some way. amenable to the public, such as retail, offices and public space.
Examples of good design could
be given, to illustrate bestERSEICEEY
practice that should be
followed, as given by the
Commission for Architecture
and the Built Environment
(CABEDN their website and in

Encourage Utilisation of Existing Built Assets
While the proposals outlined above consider what can be done to
guide new developments to enable the successful regeneration of
CFENNR2gS AG Aa Ffaz2z AYLRZNIFydG GKFG
are used to their fullest extent. Private investmentarthe repair
of buildings of historical importance can be encouraged by schemes
numerous publications. such as Conservation Area Partnerships, run in cooperation with
Communities and  Local : EnglishHeritage to offer grants for refurbishment and repair. In
D2 @S NY CEG A& A OF GA2y > W. & 5SaA3¥Qatidndin WHich Bwndrs oizsuiiifgionsdridalion Relis are
reluctant to keep their properties in good condition, theuncil can
Open up the Town to the Water use such powers as Repairs and Emergency Works notices to

This process has already begun in efforts Bgrrow Borough ensure that necessary actions take place. A less direct way of
Council to purchase land between the town centre and Devonshire encouraging the utilisation of unused builds is to persuade

and Buccleuch Docks, as well as their efforts taleeelop the 26YySNE G2 Fft2g¢ GKSAN) odzif RAy33a
stretch of pulic footpath adjacent to BuéeuchDock as part of the groups, as in the case dfe Art Organisationbased in Liverpool
Promenade Project. These efforts will be built on by encouraging and Nottingham. The significance of the site of the iron and steel

ety
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works could be highlighted by théntroduction of industrial
archaeology to that area, in combination with displays and visitor
information about the history of iron and steel in Barrow.

In addition to these immediate powers though, it will be necessary
for the utilisation of the centraBarrow Conservation Aea that
sufficient demand for office space materialises. This is linked to the
economic revival of the town based on the total of its assets,
including its industrial base\ (p@tantial for tourism and as an
attractive location inwhich to live. PPS6: Planning for Town
Centreg2006) providesmuch of the impetus for this proposal.

Figure 3.43

e

3.46 Fulfilment of Objectives

Morecambe Bay Objectives
This underlying theme will help to conserve and promote the

adzadlAylroftS RS@OSt2LISyd 2F GKS
cultural heritage assets.

wS

Barrow Objectives
It is also intended that the objective relating to the promotion of

. I NNEZnal@t@ial heritage will be complemented by the
improvement of its historically associated built environment and
GKFGZ Y2NB 3ISySNrfttesxs GKS ljdzZtAde
residents.¢ KAad @gAff KStLI G2 NBFfAaAS (K
environment.
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3.5 Waterside Regeneration

3.51Introduction

' yR2dzo G SRt &> 2yS 2F . I NNRBgQa
waterside location. Barrow is fortunate enough to have an
extensive and working dock system with a long and prestigious
history as well as a scenic coastline that is home to an abundance
of flora and fauna, a fact reflected in its high number of
environmentally protected siteddowever,at present Barrow has
done little to utilise the attractiveness and potential of its
waterside location as a tool for reinvigorating the town, its
economy and peple.

3.52Vision

To promote waterside regeneration initiatives that help to unlock
GKS LRGSYGALl 2F az2vys 27
regeneration initiatives will place high precedence on the need for
sustainable forms of development that are thoenvironmentally
sensitive and provide a cohesive, interlinked vision for the future
Bayside Barrow.

3.53Current Status

At present the dock area of Barrow isdaty underdeveloped. The
Docks Msterplang Area Action Plai2006)put forward byBarrow
Borough Councileveals that a hotel and new housing community
will be constructed alongside Buccleuch Dock and near to

e

- b NIR8:8 8 podr FeSign duidit ahd Svirohrheht.

Cavendish Dock respectively. However, little provision appears to

KIS o6SSy YIRS G2 LINRY2GS FyR O2y
heritage other than the increasingly datéabking Dock Museum.

Seé S2ZANI LIKAOFf. Aa0NBYy G Ka_ Aa (.3
LS8 F35FN RS Fa a3 EY 30K a5 & 85 1 A %%k

with confirmation of orders for a new generation of tridergady
vessels the presence of this company in Barrow seems secured for
the foreseeable future. Therefore any future regeneration attempts
that may in the future impact upon the operation of BAE minst
tackled from the outset. Conversely, th® 2 Y LJ goitifiéd
presence in the area offers ample opportunity for collaboration and
funding potential.

The Coastal Wayhat travelsnorth from Roa Island along thigay,
through the docks area and to the narof the town is in varying
states of disrepair with_poor signage, poor access and inland

gl GSNBRARS

3.54Key Issues

Accesz,! O0S&aa (2 . I NNE g Qa thde@wdhout NI I
private vehicles. Making theéock area an accessible, visHoendly
environment is critical for any form of development in this area to
succeed. Access must be sustainable, environmentally sensitive and
implemented within the wider context of opening up the whole
coastal stretch.

A 4



Quality of Landscaping and Public Realm DesigiWaterside 3.55 Actions

regeneration initiatives must be anchored with consistent and

wherev?r possilgle, inspitationat Ejesign vtheme. ACreaAtting,visuaI Create eBayS|deDe5|gn Guide

deySNHASA 08GsSSy RATFSNBYd | NBiAy 25y - I[Ny SBUAABS S aff 2l k¢

stetchl y R R201 FNBF Aa LAG20FT 02 g e tlb)thy Elropb‘sﬁ Suti@el hABdon 3.7 a dela ILQE 6 Qa

bayside as an innovative, exciting and welcoming visitor Bayside design guide will be produced. lessential that design

experience. Design ideas must deted into each other and guide principles for any development are grounded inchesive

O2YLIX AYSYyd UKS FNNFe 2% GASoa gl NOFhE . Dgslgr’r‘n‘crugt‘%é\{%éfét/er ﬁogsﬁlé h\lsﬁlratlwalu KSN

than competewith them. environmentally sensitive and contribute to creating a visitor
attraction site that is greater than the sum of its parts. In order to

Creating a Visitor DestinatianThe most effective wagf attracting achieve this action BaysideDesign Guidestipulating the design

GAGAG2NR (2 P NNRGQA 6F 0 SNFNEY Gigoh inlies SARAchrRs fbr defelofntoht wilibe Bridhdbd ¥+ G

key anchor site or sites can provide the crux upon which further ¢, wential developers. Where possible design competitions wil

tjevelopment can OC_CW' At_ present_  NNE r_a Qa _ R2014 %eRe%cou?aareg i Brde & attain the highest possible standard of
inadequate for creating tourist carrying capacity. It is therefore architecture and environmental infpvements
crucial to build on and learn from the initial successes of the

existing Dock Museum to drive the visitor economy forward.

Creating Local Ownership While most of the dock area is
OSy i NI f A a £BRastal WhypabsBsgn@ai to or through a
plethora of varying communities, langse areas and ownerships. In
order to secure the optimum success ofaaeen @rridor through
Barrow a sense of local pride gownership must be created. A
community thatowns a stake in a local resource will be more _
receptive andprotective toward its upkeep and enhancement. Bayside Barrow : Design Guide

Figure3.51
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Creation of a Waterfront Partnership

FNNRgQa o GSNFNRY(G Aa
unified vision that protects and enhances the quality of tdoastal
stretch it is imperative that locadtakeholders are involved in the
implementation, development and maintenance of the waterfront
area. Creating a Waterfront Partnership will ensure that
transformation of the waterfront is coordinated and transparent
for all stakeholders. It will also play pivotal role in shaping the
future economic vision of Bayside Barrow. Previous experience
such as the Mersey Partnershiflustrate the success that joined
up-thinking can have in both the speed and innovation of proposals
put forward.

R
S
e

=

Barrow
Partnership

Figure3.52
3. ImproveAccess
FGGSYLI a

6S YIRS G2

gAf
across the entirecoastal stretch This will be achieved via a three
pronged approach. An integrated public transport system must be
secured in order to transport visitors from outsidiet vicinity to

the Bayside.Physical improvements to th€oastal Waywill be
undertaken to create a pedestriamniendly corridor accessible to a

e

A Y LINR 280w |OQadi&es &

variety of users including cyclists, and wheelchair users. The

SE i Sy aA @8sting goastald WaylkillS e dimpkoyed 2ridRigked idt® widelOK A S G ¢

recreational activity sites in and around the Barrow area; enticing
visitors to further explore what th&aysidehas to offer.

Figure 3.53

3.56 Fulfilling Objectives

Morecambe Bay Objectives

Waterfront regeneration will help to play a part in the wider
regeneration and rebranding of the area, increasing employment,
investment and business performance in leisure, sport and
recreation.

G2 . FNNRBgQa o G§SNFNRYI
Successful consolidation of a tourism and markestrgtegy will

greatly assist Barrow in its attempts to become a major activity hub

Ay GKS a.359 wS3IA2YyLFf tIFN]®
different tourist sites and indeed with those in the wider region
means transformation of the local econonwill at its greatest
transformational potential, ensuring quick as well as long term
gains for the town

A 4
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3.6 Community and WelBeing

Introduction

Community and WelBeing are key aspects of a sustainable
community. Communities thatinteract with one another are
overdl happier and safer places Encouraging community
development and welbeing is a difficult task, one wincwill be
tackled in the Bayside Barrow AAP.

Vision

To build amore sustainable social andconomic environmenin
which Barrovians can take pride in their towine deelopment of
five key sites in Barrow will encourage economic, social and
physical improvements in the region, as well as nowing the
public realm, creating better future for the people of Barrow.

CurrentStatus

Barrow is a region that is in economic and social decline.
Community aspations in the region are low educational
achievements of young people are belowational standards and
there existsa high volume obut-migration from young peopléo
other areas. The Cumbr@uality of Life Survg2006) notes that

e

Barrow has the poorest sense of community in the Cumbrian area,
due to a lack of trust between local people and less satisfaction
with communal areas, (CCC, 2006).

Key Issues

Poor sense of community A lack of trust, satisfaction with
comnunal areas and pride in the Barrdvas led to a poosense of
community in thearea. The physical location of Barraveans the
town doesis very much segregated from the remder of the
Cunbrian region. Sich segregation hasead to social isolation
which combined with a lack of trugbrospects anda poor quality
of communal areas has led to low levelspoide in the area ad a
relatively poor sense of comunity.

A LowQuality PublicRealm- Barrow is in need of regeneration,
particularly in its communal areas. The Cumbria Coastal Way is in
need of improvement as is both Cavendish and Buccleuch Dock.
Outdated street furniture, landscaping and public &ds created

an aura of Barrow bag8tuck in the paf2Parts of the town centre
have been regesrated whilst other sections remaim desperate
need of improvement. There exidiftle continuity and consistency
0SU6SSY  .commNRIgdans leading to poor visual
discourse However,not all of Barrow is in this state;hte Docks
museum, civic square outside Barrow Town Hall and Forum 28 are

A 4



examples & good communal areas in Barrow from which lessons Cumbria and the Lake District and an improved Cumbria Coastal

can be learnt. Walk thatlinks with the NWCTwill lessen the physical isolation of
Barrow.

A Lack of Pride Barrow is a region that is rich in industrredritage,

has scenic views across Morecombe Bay and has hidden gems inCreating Visitor Bstinations

the area such as Furness Abbayd Piel Castle. Such landmarks Much of the communal space in Bayside Barrow is in a state of

shouldinspirea sense of pride in Barrovignsowever,due tothe disrepair. The Coastal Way and Cavendish and Buccleuch Docks are
poor utilisation of these assetsfew locals or tourists visit or communal areas that have littleo offer to visitors at present in
interact with these features, limiting the sense of pridend terms of facilities despite offering spectacular views, vistas and
ownership over the better characteristics of the area. wildlife. Plans to harness the potential of such sites and create a
visitor economy will create jobs, encourage further investment in
Actions the Barrav area andestablish visitor destinations from which

Promote Barrow further exploration can occur.

Creating a region to be proud of will increase satisfaction, pridke an

sense of community in the area. Plans to improve tourist facilities Fulfilling ORectives

at Furness Abbey, Cumbria Coastal Way and Caveratish

Buccleuch Docks will assist in the achievement of this objective Morecambe Bay Objectives

Improving prig in the region willencourageothers to visitthe This theme will conserve and promote the sustainable
. ) . ) " RSUSt 2LIYSyYyu 27T siakfal assSgahd devyelod thet | NJ Q
Barrow areajn turn creating socie@conomic conditions that can

] ) - ) role of the Regional Park as unifying and binding force in the area.
deter theout migration of theyounger population in particular.

Barrow Objectives
Create Links with the WidereRBion Improvements in the quality of life for local residents and all those

The isolation of Barrow, located at the tip of the Furness Peninsula involved in the local area will be achieved, developing Barrow as an
adds to thesocial isolation in Barrow, combined with a lack of trust integral pat of the MB&DE Regional Park and promoting pride in
and pride already existing in Barrow. Improved transport links . | NNR ¢ Q&8 SEA&GAY3 | aasSaao

including a redevelopedtrain station, promoted as a gateway to

ety
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4.0 Key Site
Proposals




4.1 Cumbria Coastal Way

4.11 Introduction
¢KS / dzvYo NA I /] 21 aGl f 2le ftAYyqa

Barrow. Parts of the Cumbria Coastal Way are nioge states of
disrepair and in some areas conge little more than a dirt path
whilst other parts have been recently landscaped. The evidence

Bafhgring®dbort S¥ndied adRidAsigradeRhrolighottdnd ddadidh S &

Morecombe Bay and the Solway Firth. Beginning in the boundary way whilst accessibility in locations is also an issue.

of Lancashire and Cumbria the Coastal Way covers the Southern

Cumbrian peninsulas, including Barrawfurness, edges rourttle
LDNHReading to the West coast, along the Solway Firth towards the
Scottish border.

4.12Vision

The Cumbria Coastal Way wgiovide an easily accabge and
pleasurable walkingxperience containing scenic views, an array of
wildlife and examples of Cumbrian heritageBarrow It is hoped
that the Cumbria Coastal Way will function as paftthe NWCT
from Chester to the Scagh border.

4 .13 Current Status

4.14Key Issues

Disrepair ofthe footpath - Parts of the Coastal Wdgotpath are in
need of repair. Some stons of the path argaved whilst other
sections are little more than dirt trails. Such inconsistencies cause
difficulties for walkers, especially in wet and muddy conditions.
Access for disabled persons is also hindered by the poor quality of
the footpath. The sections of the Coastal Way that are not in need
of disrepair are well paved, causiniilé difficulties for walkers,
however without a fully accessibli®otpath the pdential of this
Coastal Grridor is failing to be fully realised.

The section of the Cumbria Coastal Way that is covered by this AAP [

runs from Roa Island, along thmast to the slag heaps located
north of the town.

The Coastal Way followa relatively coastal route, howeveiat
present some parts of the path atecated in industrial areas (Ga
Works and Paper M site§ and alongside vehicular routes in

e

Figures 4.11 & 42
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Access to theCoastal Way- The Coastal Wayootpath runs
alongsidecoastal stretches, industrial areas amdhicular routes.
Accesility along this route varies considerablyhe section of
footpath that passes throughthe

industrial area has poor permeability
and would be unsuitable for
pushchairs, cyclists and disabled
access. Continuity is also limited,
with some parts of the footpath
inaccessible to all users, particularl
around the eastern Bayside an
Cavendish DockGates and fence
are in place in locations that preven
users from accessing parts of th
Coastal Wayand in some parts the
footpath abruptly ends forcing
walkers to clinb uphill and climb
over fences taccess the next part o
the footpath.

I\ URU Tt

Figures 4.3, 4.14 & 4.15

e

Signage and Landscaping There is no continuityn either the
signage orlandscaping along the Coastal W&ectionsof the
Coastal Way have beeattractively landscaped and are well
signpostedwhilst in others the user is left with little indication as to
where they are or headed towardlandscaping is also intsistent,
with some parts of the Coastal Wagaring similarities to landfill
whilst others are attractively laid out with fencing, vegetation,
lighting and public art.

Figures 416, 4.17, 4.18 &.19

A



BaysideBarrow:Buildinga Better Future

Area Action Plan

Figue 4.110
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4.15Proposals

The proposals below are drawn directly from the key issues

identified and are based upon examples from elsewhere.

1. Footpath Improvements

Parts of the footpath aren need of repair. As thsetting of the
footpath varies across the bayexamples illustrate that
complementarymaterials should be used faachsections of the
footpath. Materials used for the footpath will differ for rural and
urban settings, as illusited by the images below:

Figure4.111

§2ii3i5 3 0 308

T - 3 i
(BB R R S

These images illustrate a different use of materials, FigutdO.
Has an urban setting, with use of existing stone and concrete for
the footpath. Improvements here will remain consistent with
existing features. Figur£ 111 demonstrates the use of a sand and

e

wood based material, to
complement the existing features
whilst creating a path accessible
and suitable for all.

Figure 4.112

2. Access and Connection Improvements

Access along the Coastal Way is restricted in parts tdufences
and gates that prevent access and impede the continuity and
connectivity of the path. This will be overcome by ensuring all
sections of the path are clear cfuch restrictions, making the
Coastal Way aontinuous, accessible coastal corridor

Additions to the Coastal Way route aralso proposed. A
additional footpath for imreased access to Cavendish Dock will
improve overall acces® the five key site proposals, greenway
extensions and integrated transport structure.

A rerouted footpath at Cavedish Dock allows for the choicd a
coastal or more inland walking rtai An additional footpaththat
links to Walney Bridge witllsoincrease acces® Walney Island. It
is predictedthat tourist and visitor numbers will increase due to
the interlinking Coastal \AY proposalsbetween in this AAP and
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that of the Walney AAP, fditating additional access to both The use of vegetation and plants will also improve ldredscaping

Cavendish Dock and Walney Isldodusers The change of route is and sense of a placalong the Coastal Waylree and shrub

demonstrated in Figure 3.710 planting help create enticing vistaBxamples of this are illustrated
below. Figures4.115 & 4.116

3. Landscape and Street Furniture Upgrade

High quality landscaping dnstreet furniture will complete the

upgrade of the CoastdVay, creating an accessible and pleasurable

walkingand cyclesnvironment.

Fencing currently used alonpgarts of the Coastal Waywith
v

particular referenceto that used inthe industrial areas te@nsure g . :

the safety of walkers and prevent access to dangsrodustrial Street funiture and lignting will make the Coastal Wagore
sites, are made of wirematerial, creating a hostile, aggressive suitable for older people and families, the use of picnic benches
environment. Changing the material of the fencingntooden slats and seating wilalsoallow forlunchbreaks and lighting will permit
creates a more operorganic andfriendly environment This style the use of the Coastal Way after daylight. Public art, similar to that

of fencing is used in garden and park environments and helps to of the South West Coast National Trail will also help create a more
create a more calming feel to the footpaths whilst ensuring a dzy A lj dzS> AYRAGARdzZIf FSSt G2 GKS /2
secure feel by being able to see through the fencing. industrial past in tle public art will create a mix of nature and

industry together.

Figure4.113 &4.114

Figures4.117 & 4.118

V o
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4. dgnage

The time span for implementation of the overall key site is

Consistent signage along the Coastal Way route is needed for usersdiscussed irsection 4.3of this AAP

to complete the walk. The use of signs and maps detailing current
positions, nearestfacilities, rest points, points of interest and
access to and from the Coastal Way will aid the users of the walk.

PUBLIC
FOOTPATH

ROMAN  ROAD

MUST BE HELD ON L

Figures 4.119 & 4.120

By improving the landscaping, access and repairing the footpath,
users with be encouraged to use the footpath, promoting a
healthier, active Barrow. Thadditionallysuppats the Community
and WeliBeing theme.

4.16 Implementation Schedule

The proposk outlined require an implementation schedule, in
order to assess the aims, outcomes, indicators, key partners and
funding sources associated with each of the proposals for the
Cumbria Coastal Wayrhis is demonstrated on the following page.

e

4.17 Fulfilling Cojectives

Morecambe Bay Objectives
In terms of the MB&E Regional Park, the objectives to promote

adzadlFAylrotS RS@St2LISyd 2F GKS
supporting the development of the NWCT are met by this proposal.

Barrow Objectives
The Coastal Way will provide a sustainable, accessible route in and

around Barrow promoting and enhancing the natural environment.
This meets the objectives ofimproving accessibility and
transportation in and around Barrow in a sustainable manner,
enhancing and promoting the natural environment, improving the
quality oflife for the local residents and everyone involved with this
area and improving the public realm.

A



Implementation Table

Footpath To create a continuous A continuous When using Ramblers Heart of Barrow,
[lalteii=iini=nisr footpath that does not improved and footpath there are  Association, West Lakes
detract from its natural landscaped footpath no potholes, dirt National Trail Renaissance, Big
setting tracks or sections Lottery Fund
that cause
discomfort when
using them.
Access Ensure all parts of the A more permeable  Increase in numbers Ramblers Big Lottery Fund,
[l Einlhiesy footpath areaare environment that and variety of users Association, Heritage bttery
accessible to walkers, allows access to on Coastal Way. National Trail, Fund
cyclists and disabled  walkers, cyclists and Local
access. disabled persons Canmunity,
creating a sustainable Barrow
and green walking Borough
route. Council
Fepeiselolsizlgle Improve landscaping; Landscape features  Number of users of Heart of Arts Council,
Siicae =hnlitles introduce public art that improve safety, Coastal Way, Barrow, Heritage Lottery
Upgrade and street furniture facilities for all users community Ramblers Fund, Barrow
that reflects the mix of and public art that perceptions of Association,  Borough Council,
industrial heritage and NS ¥t SO0 & . improvements. National Trail Heart of Barrow,
natural environmental assets. West Lakes
setting of Barrow. Renaissance
Signage Consistent signs an Signposting and Increase in users  Barrow BC, Heart of Barow,
maps through Coastal location maps understanding of Ramblers West Lakes
Way to aid users. throughout entire route and increase Association, Renaissance,
route creating a more in users. National Trail Barrow BC.

legible environment.

f ]
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4.2 Furness Abbey attractions comparable, in visir numbers, access arfdcilities, to
those of Whitby Rieaux foundations in North Yorkshire; taking
visitor numbers from tens of thousands at present to hundreds of
thousands in the near future.

4.23Current Status

The Evidence Gathering Stage Reponcavered that at present

4.21 Introduction Furness Abbey is an underutilised asset in the Barrow area. Despite

Set in the beautiful Vale of Nightshade, a valley toward the north of the sites significant importance visitor numbers compare

the Barrow site, the extensive redandstone ruins of Furness unfavaurably with dher, similar sites both in théake Distat and
1600Se 2FFSNI I AGNRTAYy3I ayl LA K2 furtRrafield Kithéughlthd BeveRgmentiofhaieied Wi} to thelsitel K S & ¢
the second richest Cistercian monastery in medieval England prior is underway, the abbey has poor access for those unwilling to walk

02 1 SYNE +LLLQAa RA&daz2ftdziAzy 27T ofick® inYh2 bdaldated Nkteidre vehi€uRr adcystId thadl dite/ O S
wealth of the abbey is feected in the quality of the upstanding is difficult and a lack of parking provision currently impedes the
remains. Today the site is one of the most impressive religious possibility of signi€antly increasing visitor numbers.

monuments in the care of English Heritage.

Figure 4.21

o 4.24Key Issues
4.22Vision Site Size; The size of the site is small but located in a breathtaking
Furness Abbey widlstablish itself as one of theo&h Lakes biggest setting. Any development around the site must avoid causing
tourist draws as a major site of Cistercian and Cumbrian heritage. gamage to the character of the setting and promote facilities

The abbey will become a place of educatamd recreation where including education, catering, and information exchange.
this medieval architectural wonder can be exjgied, deciphered

act as a springboard for the further exploration of nearby medieval 5n increase in visitor numbers that would be sufficient to secure

sites within the local area and beyond. Furness Abbey will assume {he sites status as a major attraction and gateway to Barrow. This
AGAd NAIKGTFdAZ FYR KAAG2NAO NRBES a 2yS 2F GKS !''yQa fSFRAy3 Y2y
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would need to be carried out in a way that would not damage the
appearance or serenity of the abbey site; one of its greatest assets.

Acces In an increasingly energyonscious worldaccessoptions

to and from the site need to be as integrated and ieonmentally
friendly as possible. At present this site is failing on both of these
counts.

Education - At present the site is being underutilised as an

1. Creating an integrated transport hub

For those tourists visiting the Barrow area, Furness Abbey is
advantageously situated to act asharthern gateway to the town
within close proximity to the A590 feeder road into Barrow. The
development of a thregohased transport developmm plan would
help ease congestion problems for vehicles attempting to access
the town, reduce the carbon footprinof tourists looking to
experience the attractions Barrow has to offer, and link the key

educational and recreational resource. Experience from elsewhere tourist sites into one integrated passenger route.

indicates that innovative marketingnd distinctive visitoicentre

educational attractions can help boost the profile and uniqueness Development Outcome

of an existing site of historical interest. In the case of Whitby
Abbey, North Yorkshire, a combination of innovative architectural
designs, marketing and eventmanagement have proven that the
merits of an English Heritage Site can beimagined and
strengthened upon an established platform.

Figures 4.22& 4.23

4.25Proposals

The proposals below are drawn directly from the key issues
identified and are based upon examples from elsewheetaited

in this AARand the Evidence Gathering Report.

e

Phase Acquisition of nearby land north of the sit
One and firstphase developmenof (P&R) Increase in capacity|
1-3 years facilities. Improvement of pedestrian for tourist numbers.
access from capark site toFurness Abbey
Site. Use of Dain station and walk/cycle
link.
Phase Improvementof facilities at site alongsid¢ Linking together of
TwWo the establishment and marketing of a tourist sites within
37 years integrated bus system (Barrow Bu tvhe BAarrO\,N Site
between the different tourist sites in the ONB I G A y 3
area. O LI OAGeQqQ
development.
Phase Reconstructio and reopening of train Consolidation of the
Three station at the abbey site. sites success and
7+ years Further expansion of P&R facilities expanding access
options.
]
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BaysideBarrow:Buildinga Better Future Area Action Plan

Figure4.24ProposedTransport Development to/from Furness Abbey

and Dalton town walking route
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