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Overview 
The Brief, Vision, Objectives, & Key Themes 

  
 

   





 

Morecambe Bay & Duddon Estuary Regional Park 
A Future for the Park

Our Brief 

Working with  the Morecambe Bay Partnership: 

Å Help to move forward the Morecambe Bay and Duddon 

Estuary Regional Park initiative and, in particular : 

Å Develop the understanding of the park area, its challenges, 

issues and opportunities 

Å Aid the production of the compelling  arguments for the park 

concept and its business case 

Å Provide fresh, stimulating, innovative and thought provoking 

ideas for the development of the park, and 

Å Provide an opportunity for students to apply their plan 

making skills in a practical context.  

We have undertaken a wide ranging evidence gathering exercise, 

held two field trips to the area and met with and heard from a wide 

range of those connected to the park area and their views, ideas and 

perspectives. Organised into groups assigned to communities across 

the park, we have studied and now produce eight óArea Action Plansô 

containing our ideas.  

We are convinced of the fundamental merits of the 

case for a Regional Park for the Morecambe Bay and 

Duddon Estuary area. We believe there are major 

challenges ïdemographic, environmental , resource, 

social and economicï which can be better tackled by 

the integrated, co-operative and visionary approach 

that a regional park can bring. We believe the many 

exciting, often innovative, but more local initiat ives 

underway would benefit from the wider recognition, 

investment and focus the park could bring.  Moreover 

we believe there is scope for óraising the gameô, higher 

aspirations and iconic developments which could 

make the park an exemplar of sustainable 

development, and help the north -west and local 

communities fulfil their potential ï and safeguard and 

enhance the environment of the park area for future 

generations. 
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Our Vision and Objectives for a Park 

Building on the work of the Morecambe Bay Partnership ï and 

others ï our vision for the park is that:  

The internatio nally important wildlife assets, outstanding estuary 
landscapes and rich maritime cultural heritage are recognised as 
the defining features of the Morecambe Bay and Duddon Estuary 
sub-region which is widely regarded as an attractive place in which 
to live, work and play.  
 
The MB&DE Regional Park is seen as playing a central role in:  

 Promoting the conservation and sustainable development of 
the areas natural, built and cultural heritage;  

 Delivering a high quality leisure and tourism experience  

 Improving accessibility, and  

 Contributing to change, regeneration and new investment.  
 

The Regional Park is appreciated as a valuable, unifying and 

binding force in the area.  

We have developed six simple objectives that have guided our work 

and which we commend as the basis for future planning work:  

 To develop a distinctive identity and positive brand image of 
the Morecambe Bay and Duddon Estuary Sub-region 

 To conserve and promote the sustainable development of the 
Regional Parkôs natural, built and cultural heritage assets 

 To develop and promote a wide range of high quality leisure 
and tourism facilities and events 

 To support the development of the North West Coastal Trail 
and provide good access to regional park resources 

 To play a part in the wider regeneration of the area by 
increasing employment and enhancing business performance 
in leisure, sport and recreation and other Park related 
business sectors and retaining and attracting economic 
development and high level skills more generally 

 To develop the role of the Regional Park as a unifying and 
binding force in the area. 

 
 

  Across the park there is a wide degree of interest 

in  a Regional Park and in  the broad objectives 

we set out. However in many areas there is a , 

perhaps, lack of appreciation of the assets the 

area has, or of the challenges it faces ï and 

uncertainty of what a Regional Park is or could 

contribute. In particular aspirations appear 

limited. Major change will come to the area, 

retaining th e status quo is not an option.  
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Recipes for a Successful Regional Park 

There is no one model for a successful regional park. Just as with 

national parks, regional parks vary. Our area studies have looked at a 

wide range of strategic initiatives including: South West Coastal 

Trail, Pembrokeshire Coast, Portland and Weymouth, San Francisco 

Bay Area, Mersey Waterfront, East Lancashire, Lee Valley, Clyde-

Muirshiel, the Seaside Renaissance Programme, Weaver Valley and 

more specific initiatives as far afield as North Yorkshire, Ribble 

Coast, Hadrianôs Way, Southport, Coventry Canal Corridor, Skipton 

Market Town, White Cliffs Countryside Projec t ï Dover, Folkestone, 

Southend, Felixstowe, Wye Valley and Solway Coast. 

Our work confirms that there is no one common or proven form for a 

regional park. Nevertheless those that already exist, or where similar 

recreation led projects exist, exhibit common factors: 

 A clear distinctiveness ï the tidal bay and estuaries are a clear 
common physical link with its high and recognised nature 
conservation and environmental value: global, European and 
national recognition for its birdlife and marine environment  

 Strong and distinctive history, heritage and cultural heritage ï 
the area has a strong religious (Pre-Christian, 
Cistercian/monastic), industrial (ship building, mining) 
recreational (resorts, ornithology, historic houses, walking ï 
especially the bay walks, and sea-faring tradition (Barrow, 
Heysham, cockles and fishing) 

 Strong community involvement and strong public/private 
partnership working ï though not yet as apparent at sub-
regional level examples abound of very strong local partnership 
working and comm unity interest, notably at Barrow, Ulverston , 
Grange and Arnside.    

A Regional Park is..... 
Long-term..inspirational...accessible... 

integrated...regenerative...valued...distinctive  

 

A Regional Park.....  
Integrates with economic and social agendas 

éwelcomes private and appropriate commercial 

developmentépromotes high quality 

developmentédelivers a high quality public 

realméhas high quality infrastructureésafeguards and 

enhances its environmentéhelps manage 

changeéinvolves its communitieséis effectively and 

efficiently managedéhas high maintenance standards 

 

óif an extensive area is managed collectively there is a 

greater possibility of accommodating demands whilst 

reducing possible conflictsô (NWDA, 2003) 
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The North West is at the leading edge of regional park development 

with a network of parks at varying stages of development, including 

the Weaver Valley, Mersey Waterfront and Ribble Estuary. With 

Morecambe Bay and Duddon Estuary these will, collectively: 

 Maximise the opportunities provided by the Northwestôs 
unique coastline in promoting sustainable tourism  

 Revitalise its visitor attractions  

 Tackle deprivation and  regeneration in coastal communities 
(though smaller at least as challenging as those of the 
regionôs conurbations) 

 Conserve natural assets of global significance 

 Improve the quality of life for all the regionôs residents and 
enhance the whole regionôs image and potential to attract 
investment 

 Pioneer new and innovative approaches to coastal 
management on a scale unique in Europe and the UK. 

 
  Northwest England has a one -off opportunity to develop and 

shape the concept of regional parks. Morecambe Bay and Duddon 

Estuary is fundamental to this region -wide approach and has 

much to offer in terms of its attractions and community, physical 

and herit age assets. It has much to gain from the regional 

framework of regional parks in shared experiences, challenges, 

resources and ideas. Collectively the whole region stands to gain 

economically, socially and environmentally from regional parks 

along its uniq ue coastline. Apart from the Northeast no other UK 

region has such a high proportion of its economic activity located 

alongside or close to the coast and a population almost wholly 

within a one hour journey to the coast. Apart from the Southwest 

no other r egion has such a concentration of coastal related 

tourism and visitor industries.  All linked by well -developed ideas 

and potential implementation of a NW Coastal Trail!  
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